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COURSE INFORMATION: 1st semester 2019 
All courses will be held at the Port Fairy Community House unless otherwise advised. 

Stories of Us:  Great Australian Literature 

We will read and discuss a selection of highly regarded Australian literature including short stories, novels, 
poetry and memoirs from the late 19th century to the present.  We will explore how these different writers 
reflect changes in Australian society and our evolving sense of identity. Topics will include attitudes towards 
the land, relationship between Aboriginal people and settlers, Australian humour, the role of women, and the 
impact of migration 

A reading list will be distributed. 

When:  Starts 22 February  
2nd and 4th   Friday of the month, NOW 1.00—2.30pm (This has been changed from 2.00pm) 

Kate Donelan 0404180687 
 

Current Affairs 

Sessions begin with good news items, then on to items of current interest for discussion. In the second half, we 
discuss a specific topic in greater depth with the aid of a group presentation, a speaker, or an online 
presentation. Topics to be decided by the group, could include Population, Energy, Climate Change, Feeding 
the World, Universal Wage and Foreign Affairs.  

When: Starts 25 February 
2nd and 4th Monday of the month, 10.00-11.30am  

Jill Burgoyne    
 

Science…naturally! 

This course will explore the reasons why the environment and land around us looks like it does. Why are the 
hills that shape? What drives our weather? Why do those plants live in a swamp while others live on dry land?  

Led by a number of Port Fairy locals with a lifetime interest in geology, meteorology, ecology and a love of 
sharing ideas and information, the course will give each person the opportunity to discuss, research and work 
together to gain an insight into the workings of our magnificent natural environment.  

The course will be presented as a series of information sessions in Port Fairy followed by field excursions to 
places near and far. It will be suitable for all levels of fitness and is open to all– all you need is an enquiring 
mind and a joy of learning and sharing. 

When and Where:  Starts 14 February 
Info sessions on the 2nd Thursday of the month; Field excursions: one 1-4hr session on the 4th Thursday.                          

John Miller   0429871714 

 

Essays and Ideas 

This class critiques and discusses chosen essays – so we don’t write the essays – we discuss them. We will be 
reading from - The Best Australian Essays- A Ten Year Collection.   

Between meetings we read 2 essays for each session and discuss each essay’s literary merit, content, interest 
and how it fits with our various experiences and beliefs.  The essay collection includes writings of much-loved 
authors including, Robert Mann, Richard Flanagan, Tim Winton, David Marr, Helen Garner, Robyn Davidson 
and many more.  You will need to purchase the book. We will also look at some other classic and or current 
essays. 

When:  Starts 12 February 
2nd and  4th Tuesday, 10-11.30 am  

Maggie Currie   0419290232        
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Western Philosophy:  Ancient Roots and Modern Thought 

This course is guided by Richard Tarnas’s page-turner The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the 
Ideas That Have Shaped Our World View. 

We will start with Homer and work towards the present. Each session will apply core conceptions to today’s 
world. 

Come and join the discussion! 

When:  Starts 18 February 
1st and 3rd Mondays. 10-11.30am 

Steve Mackey 

 

China in Transition: From Mao to Now 

This course is about China’s transition from thousands of years of dynastic rule    into one of the most powerful 
economies in the world today. We focus on the events of the 20th Century that brought about this transition 
and led to the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949.  We look at Chairman Mao’s persistent 
attempts at social engineering and modernisation, and the amazing economic and social reforms that have 
transformed China in the most Mao era.  We look at modern China through the experience of people who have 
worked and travelled this diverse and fascinating country. (This course uses notes provided by U3A Online.) 

When: Starts 19 February 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 10-11.30 am  

Mary Kerr 
 

Art for iPad 

Learn how to create great art on your iPad!  Fun and no mess!  No previous art skills required.  You will learn to 
paint in a digital environment using your iPad and your finger or a stylus. 

We will look at a couple of free and easy to use Apps to create a range of paintings, developing skills in still life, 
landscape, portrait and abstract.  Bring your own iPad 

When: Starts 6 February 
6 sessions, Wednesdays, 2-3.30pm 

Maureen Joyce 
 

Passion for Poetry 

Reading poetry aloud for pleasure and discussion.  Focussing on the power of language to amaze us; to have a 
deep impact on our senses and emotions. 

For example 
Walt Whitman: Leaves of Grass …  A huge metaphor in just two lines 
William Carols Williams: Dedication for a Plot of Ground …ANGER! 
Walter de la Mare: The Listeners …. for the haunting imagery 
Banjo Patterson: The Man from Snowy River … Raw Energy 
W B Yeats: When you are Old … unrequited love 
And more contemporary poets like 
Lucille Clifton: Homage to My Hips ... power and symbolism 

We’ll also explore YOUR passion for poetry, and look at poems about life, death, nature and the human 
experience. 

When:  Starts 21 February 
1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10-11.30 am 

John Walker & Maureen Joyce  
 
 



U3A Port Fairy, Port Fairy Community House, PO Box 136, Port Fairy, VIC 328   Page 3 of 4 

Email: U3APortFairy@gmail.com          Ver: Feb5/19 

Bridge For Beginners 

This is your opportunity to learn how to play bridge. 

The group is designed for people who wish to learn the game. It offers guidance and lots of practice in relation 
to bidding and card play.  All playing materials are provided.  The facilitator is an experienced bridge player. 

When: Starts 11 February 
6 or 7 weeks, 2-3.30pm each Monday. 

Robyn Archer 

 

First Tuesday Book Club: Exploring the World through Fiction. 

Each month the class will meet to discuss a book: literary fiction from around the world.  The group will 
compare responses to the book, its character, plot and structure as well as the insights it provides to the social 
and cultural world of its setting and its author.   

Class members will share the task of presenting background information on the author, reviews of the book 
and group discussion questions.  

Group members will have input into the selection of books for the year.  

When:  Starts 5 March 
1st Tuesday each month, 2-3.30pm  

Julie Fall 

 

Movie Club 

This film group is open to everyone who enjoys films.  Following the regular   screenings at the Reardon 
Theatre members will meet for coffee.  

We will critique the movie including plot, actors and characters, direction, cinematography and more.  

When: Meet in the foyer after the movie. (Usually 3rd Friday each month) 

Dave Digby 

 

Mahjong 

The game of Mahjong was invented by the Chinese thousands of years ago.  Mahjong is a fascinating game and 
although it appears complicated, it is very easy once rules have been mastered. For the many people who have 
wanted to master this game, this is your big chance.   

When: not set yet; still hoping for an experienced leader. 

Susan Goy 

 
History of Port Fairy 

This class examines the development of the unique community of the ‘village’ of Port Fairy which was the 
background to important historical events, was populated by extraordinary characters, and resulted from 
significant international, social and political influences.   

The class is aimed at giving everyone the opportunity to discuss, research and work together to find out more 
about these aspects of the community in which we live.  The class is open to all with an enthusiastic interest in 
the early history of Port Fairy and district.  

When: Starts 6 February 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 10-11.30am 

Judith Kershaw 
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Join the Band 

This class is for those interested in playing a musical instrument and sharing the joy of music – no experience 
needed. Everyone knows that learning a language is good for your brain – learning to play a musical instrument 
is good for your brain and your soul. 

Come and have fun and make sweet music with others!  You may be surprised at your hidden talents.   

When: Starts May  Mondays 4.00 – 5.00 pm for 4-5 weeks 

Julie McErlain 

 

 Is something missing that you might be able to help with?  

Perhaps there is a class, activity or outing that you can help facilitate, eg Occasional lunches, languages like 
French, Spanish or Japanese?  Or any other idea you think other members would appreciate. 

 

Message us or email U3APortFairy@gmail.com 
Visit www.u3aportfairy.com for more information.  

Or contact any U3A Port Fairy Committee Member 

 

 

How  to Become a MEMBER of U3A PORT FAIRY 

Download enrolment form from our website:  www.U3APortFairy.com 

Or email u3aportfairy@gmail.com to request an enrolment package 

Or pick up enrolment forms from Port Fairy Community House, Railway Place 

 

 

HOW TO ENROL FOR COURSES 

Have your membership number, then 

Email u3aportfairy@gmail.com with your request   

and we will put you in touch with the Course Leader. 

  

 

 

 

 

        A Partnership with  

Port Fairy Community House 

http://www.u3aportfairy.com/?fbclid=IwAR2riUXi53togIMEBXFVLtwt8krL7mm2oTApKuHUCoLLsL-6Tl6wzsWHei0
http://www.u3aportfairy.com/
mailto:u3aportfairy@gmail.com

