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Some of our Port Fairy birds, flying home, making nests and raising chicks

FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we come to the end of U3A Port Fairy’s second
semester we can feel proud of what we have achieved
in this first year of our existence. Since our launch in
October 2019 U3A has established itself in the
community. The range of courses, lectures and field
trips have appealed to our growing membership retired people in and around Port Fairy who want to
stay mentally active and extend their knowledge and
skills in a friendly and inclusive social environment.
We have now forged a very good relationship with Moyne Council. In August
we were invited to make a presentation to all Council members and senior
staff about U3A Port Fairy. This initiative was successful in raising awareness of the benefits for older people in the community of participating in
U3A programs and we highlighted the range of high quality courses and
activities offered. Subsequently Council agreed to partner with U3A Port
Fairy to sponsor the special event to celebrate Seniors month. I was delighted
that so many U3A members and seniors from throughout the Shire attended
the stimulating presentation by Dr John Sherwood in the Reardon Theatre
on
2 October. Both the Mayor and CEO were present and impressed by the level
of interest and engagement in the event and by U3A Port Fairy’s excellent
management of it.
Finally, as we look towards planning for 2020 we wish to recruit some new
members for the committee of management. If you would be interested in
participating in the governance of U3A Port Fairy and in helping plan and
manage the next phase of programs, activities, and community partnerships,
please contact me. I would be very happy to chat with you about what is involved in serving on the committee. You would join a dedicated, skilled,
creative and very supportive team of committee members.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

All U3A Members and friends are invited
to our

U3A CHRISTMAS COCKTAIL PARTY
Thursday 5th December 4pm—6 pm at the Limestone Gallery
$25 per head + drinks at bar prices
Dress to impress!!
For catering purposes we need to pre-pay.
Tickets are available at the markets on 12th and 26th October.
Maggie or Maureen will drop into classes during November to sell tickets (cash only)

VICTORIAN SENIORS FESTIVAL — October 2019
Our major seniors event is featured in this newsletter and we will
have a stall at the Community Markets
12th & 26th October —drop in and say hello.
The Victorian Seniors Festival continues throughout Victoria
Free VLine transport from 6th to 13 October
And if you are travelling there are loads of free or low cost of events.
OVER A CUPPA
Enjoy company, coffee/tea and cake. Once a month drop in for an informal
meeting to catch up on what’s going on in U3A Port Fairy, and environs.
Monday 4th November 2.00–3.30pm “Smart phone hacks”
Contact Sue Goy 0438 217 260 or

JUST DROP IN at Port Fairy Community House

NEWS AND EVENTS continued
MEET YOUR COMMITTEE MEMBER—CAROL HOWLETT
Carole Howlett is a board member of U3A and our Treasurer : she
looks after our finances and membership fees.
Carole originally was a U3A member in Warrnambool and her
knowledge of U3A was extremely helpful when setting up our U3A here
in Port Fairy.
Carole has been on the Board of the Port Fairy Community House for
over 3 years and one of the original member of the community garden
group.
She has a small hobby farm: grows magnificent vegetables, makes wonderful olives and quince paste and
looks after very happy chooks along with a couple of dogs.
Carole is a well known, much loved and respected person involved with many activities and issues in Port
Fairy and our region.
Carole is a humanitarian par excellence and cares for all creatures great and small.

IMPORTANT DATES
Nov

2020 Membership Applications open: Available from
1st November 2019
End of Semester: All Courses finish at the end of November 2019

Dec

Proposed Course List available: Courses and times proposed for
Semester 1, 2020 will be listed on our website from December 2019
Christmas Cocktail Party: Join us to celebrate on 5th December!
See details on p.2 Bookings and pre-payment required.

Jan

OPEN DAY and ENROLMENT: .. 2020 Membership applications
are open from 1st November, however course enrolments will be
available late January — date to be advised

Feb

Semester 1 Courses begin: Courses commence early February
2020
Annual General Meeting U3A Port Fairy 25 February: Join
us at the AGM, nominate and elect our Committee of Management for
2020

NEWS AND EVENTS continued
On Friday 8th August
we had an occasional lecture in the Community Centre

HONOUR THE WORK:
AUSTRALIAN WOMEN DOCTORS IN THE GREAT WAR
Our presenter, Dr Heather Sheard told a wonderful story about women doctors in WWI and their
contribution to the war.
Many woman doctors were keen to contribute,
however for the male dominated military
establishment, the notion of women doctors serving in war zones was unthinkable. One doctor was
told to go home and knit!!
Nonetheless, a number of Australian women
doctors ignored official military policy and headed
to the front line.
Heather Sheard and Ruth Lee have written a book: Women to the Front: The extraordinary Australian Woman doctors of the Great War—-available locally. This book
further explores the stories of these Australian women who served as surgeons,
pathologists, anaesthetists and medical officers between 1914 and 1919.

ARE YOU AS HEALTHY AS YOU COULD BE ??
This publication was sent to U3A by the author, Dr Roger
Smith
DOWNLOAD FREE via the books app on your
smartphone, iPhone or iPad or via
Amazon kindle or Kobo free books

FILM ON “HANG ON TO YOUR HANGER-ONS”
7.30 PM FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER — Port Fairy Film Society
This feature film was made in Hamilton by a couple of local filmmakers. They will also be talking about their experience making
this film on Saturday, 19th October at 11.00--11.30 am at Port Fairy
Library. This should be of great interest to our U3A Port Fairy Film
Group as well as others.

A SPECIAL EVENT FOR VICTORIAN SENIORS FESTIVAL
Held at the Reardon Theatre 2nd October

THE MAHOGANY SHIP: IS IT WARRNAMBOOL’S LOCH NESS MONSTER

with Dr John Sherwood
WOW! Fantastic! Excellent!
These were some of the superlatives that we heard after the Free Seniors Event, at the Reardon Theatre,
Port Fairy last week.
The Event sponsored by the Moyne Shire, in partnership with U3A Port Fairy, involved an afternoon tea
and a lecture by renowned local Scientist Dr John
Sherwood.
His lecture - The Mahogany Ship: is it Warrnambool’s
Loch Ness Monster? kept the audience of over 160
people spellbound. People came from all over the shire
including Mortlake, Koroit, Bushfield and Port Fairy.
Dr Sherwood is Associate Professor at Deakin University and has a long and distinguished career of scientific investigation in south western Victoria. Over the
years he has given freely of his time and expertise to
the community.

Moyne Shire CEO Bill Millard and Mayor Mick Wolfe

The story of the search for the Mahogany Ship
entailed so much more than just finding the ship. It
involved the discovery and mapping of the continent
of Australia, the movement of coastal dunes between
Warrnambool and Port Fairy, the discovery and
mapping of the continent of Australia along with the
development of new technologies to aid in the search.
Even a substantial State Government reward was
offered for finding the ship.
Adding to the mystery of the Mahogany Ship is the
theory that a Portuguese caravel was in Southern
Australian waters in 1522. This is way before the
Dutch explorers had “discovered” Australia and well
before Captain Cook set sight on the continent.

Dr John Sherwood and U3A Port Fairy President Dr Kate Donelan

The Mahogany ship has fascinated many generations living along Victoria’s south coast.
After the lecture we heard that someone’s grandmother had a doorknob made from the shipwreck and
another had a door! Yet another knew about a table being constructed from part of the shipwreck. The
mystery continues!
The Mahogany Ship has become the stuff of legend! Like the Loch Ness Monster its mystery and
intrigue will not fade.
Dr Sherwood is convinced that the wreck is out there somewhere…what do you think?

There are lots of opportunities to get involved such as becoming a course leader,
board member, assisting with catering and events, putting up flyers around town,
helping with technology and communications, and ANY help is appreciated.

Please contact us if you can help.
A VERY BIG THANK YOU
to all our volunteers who already
have contributed to making
U3A Port Fairy so successful
over our 12 months of operation.

A couple of courses that have run this year will now be looking for new course leaders
if they are to continue in 2020.

Mao to Now - COURSE LEADER NEEDED
With the rise of China there is a great interest in where China is heading and how it will effect
our lives. A China course can be run as Mao to Now again or it could be run as the Rise and
Rise of China or using the resources of the Smithsonian Institute you could get a series of
lectures that involve the history of China.
Mary Kerr would like to thank the members of this small group for their enthusiastic participation. She said was a pleasure to facilitate such an informed group of learners and said she
learnt so much from all of you.

Over to you China Watchers!

Wandering the World — COURSE LEADER NEEDED
John Miller is working on yet another exciting course but needs someone to take
over the lead for this course.

Contact John Miller if you think you can help.

NEWS FROM OUR COURSE LEADERS
WESTERN PHILOSOPHY: ANCIENT ROOTS AND
MODERN THOUGHTS
The Western philosophy course has been discussing philosophy
from the ancient Greeks through to the Renaissance.
If you missed these classes, never mind. We are condensing the
whole 16 sessions of 2019 into one concise revision session
probably on February 17th. After that we move to the Enlightenment and the early modern era.
Visit the link on the U3A Port Fairy Webpage for more information.
Check that page again in January/February for more updates.
https://sites.google.com/view/philosophy-u3a-port-fairy/home
Steve Mackey

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We continued to meet over the last few winter months. We have discussed the following issues.

•
•
•
•
•

The settlement of Syrian refugees into a Melbourne community
What tools are we not providing to our boys in their development
Chinese expansion in our region & MP Andrew Hastie's published article
The Tamil family from Biloela and the management of this case by the Government
Newstart allowance and the proposal to drug test certain recipients & related issues

It must be said that we sometimes digress from the issues we start to discuss — but this all
enhances the discussion and allows sharing of all our varied life experiences . We also continue
to bring any interesting cartoons we see in the media as sometimes “a picture is worth a
thousand words”
Thank you to all the members of this group for your continued contributions and a special
thanks to those who have led the class in my absence.
Jill Burgoyne

SCIENCE…NATURALLY
August and September . . .
The Science…naturally! program continued with an excellent presentation
on fresh water bugs by Tim Doeg (aka Synamphisopus doegi)
The field trip to the Shaw River enabled us to sample and identify the stunning
range of critters that live on the rocks and weeds under the water.
The group then learned from Philip Du Guesclin how to identify birds – the
important things to look for and how to go about it, even what to wear! It was a
great pity that the field trip to Deen Maar was somewhat abbreviated and those
new bird identifying skills could not be fully tested. But the intrepid SN crew are
all pretty keen to have another try soon.
COMING UP: Sandra and Rod Dunn will explain the weird world of native orchids followed by
Ted Donelan delving in to the biology and ecology of the platypus.
John Miller

MORE FROM OUR COURSE LEADERS
PASSION FOR POETRY
The U3A poetry group is now well into the second semester and it
has been very successful for myself as course leader and the 8 or so
participants. Our poetry selections have been very eclectic and
chosen by group members. These include the poetry of Robert
Burns, John Clarke, Neil Diamond, Walter De la Mare, Yeats and
over 40 other poets. We have also worked on several themes which
include the dramatic poetry of the 1st and 2nd world wars, along with
lighter themes such as humorous poetry, limericks and poetry about
animals.
Members of the group are encouraged to take charge of the content and discussions with poetry
that they have selected. All of the poetry that is read and discussed is added to each participant’s
personal anthology -- which results in an impressive collection of poems to take away.
We have several extremely competent poets within the group who have found an appreciative audience. Additionally, there is considerable expertise in the craft of writing poetry, and insights and
knowledge shared. This course will run in a similar format next year and I welcome new group
members with an interest and “Passion for Poetry”.
John Walker

WANDERING THE WORLD—
Andy and Linley Miller took our vicarious travelers to some of the lesser
known islands of Indonesia where we explored the intriguing architecture,
burial caves, exotic sea life and dodgy electricity supplies.
We then went off on an odyssey to India as Greg Walker took us through life in a Hindu Ashram and
conquering the Indian Train System.
A place of peace is a talk by Julie and Alan Fall as we trek with them
on the roof of the world.
The final tour for the year will be by John and Freda Forbes who will
unveil the mysteries of the meeting place of east and west on the
Bosporus…Istanbul.
What a rich world we live in!
John Miller

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH U3A PORT FAIRY
Follow us on Facebook
Visit our website: www.u3aportfairy.com

