January 2020

Happy New Year 2020
Coffee shops are full, the streets are crowded and we even have traffic jams. It’s a great
time for locals, friends and families to enjoy all that Port Fairy offers. And a great time for
the garden (except for those near 40 degree days) with summer fruit and veggie harvests.
Stay safe and well through this holiday and fire season.

OPEN DAY & ENROLMENTS
Semester 1, 2020

Join us for Morning Tea

FROM OUR PRESIDENT
A very warm welcome back to all our
members at the start of the second year of
U3A Port Fairy.
Thank you for your support, your enthusiasm and ideas
throughout 2019 and for spreading the word about our
programs and activities.
Welcome also to all the new members of U3A Port Fairy.
We look forward to meeting each of you and hope you will
enjoy the exciting range of courses as well as the lectures,
excursions and fieldtrips that are on offer this year. Each
course will be conducted in a friendly, supportive atmosphere,
enabling everyone to participate and explore new ideas, and extend their skills.

U3A PORT FAIRY
COMMITTEE

Many of last year’s courses are back and there are also a number of new offerings to
provide for the wide range of interests of our members. My sincere thanks to the U3A
members who led courses in 2019 and to those who have agreed to develop and facilitate
new courses in 2020. The diversity of our program reflects the passions, knowledge and
interests of our U3A community. It is an impressive list of courses!

Kate Donelan,
President:
0404 180 687

U3A Port Fairy, like all U3As, is dependent on its members to volunteer for the tasks and
roles that are required to manage and administer the organisation and deliver educational
and social programs and events. We ask each of you to think about what you might
contribute as a volunteer this year.

Maggie Currie,
Vice President, Publicity
& Media :
0419 290 232

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on 25 February and we would like to recruit some
new members to join our committing of management. The current committee members
have worked very hard to establish U3A Port Fairy in its first phase and it is important to
bring new members onto the committee with different ideas and skills. I would be very
happy to discuss your particular interests, experiences and availability and how you might
participate in U3A Port Fairy this year as a committee member, as a member of a team
organising one of our lecture events or social activities or as a course coordinator in
2nd semester.

Maureen Joyce,
Secretary , Web &
Communications:
0418 210 011

On behalf of the Committee of Management we wish you a safe and happy year in 2020.
Please take care travelling in January. As I write this, the terrible fires are affecting the lives
of so many communities and holiday makers in Victoria and NSW. Many of us have family
and friends who are dealing with the tragic and distressing consequences of the bushfires.
It is a deeply worrying time and I send my heartfelt wishes to any of our U3A community
who have been caught up in the fires or whose loved ones are impacted.

Sue Goy, Course
Programs:
0438 217 260

We look forward to seeing you on Open Day for 2020 course enrolments and information.
Join us at Port Fairy Community House on Wednesday 29 January
10-12 and then for the start of U3A Port Fairy courses in February.
Kate Donelan
President U3A Port Fairy

Carole Howlett,
Treasurer:
0417 714 391

Jill Burgoyne,
Membership:
0438 737 882
Morgan McAlinden,
Committee Member
Mary Kerr,
Committee Member

IMPORTANT DATES FOR JANUARY & FEBRUARY
January

Port Fairy U3A 2019 members are required to
fill in a new 2020 application with your $60 membership.
2020 Membership Applications available: online
www.u3aportfairy.com and with this newsletter, also at Open Day

6 Jan

Course List available: at the end of this newsletter
Details for each course outlined in the Course Booklet sent with this
newsletter

22 Jan

Online enrolment in courses available via email from this date.
You need to have submitted and paid your 2020 U3A Port Fairy
membership to take advantage of this.
u3aportfairy@gmail.com

29 Jan

OPEN DAY & ENROLMENT AND COURSE INFORMATION
29 JANUARY: 10am—12 noon
At Port Fairy Community House.
2020 Membership applications will be available as well as course enrolment and advice. Join us for morning tea and choose your courses!

31 Jan
3 Feb

If you are unable to come to the Open Day on 29th January,
A committee member will be at the Community House
from 12 pm—2 pm on each of these days
to take membership enrolments and sign up for courses.

3 Feb

Semester 1 Courses begin — check the course booklet for
your course starting dates

25 Feb

Annual General Meeting U3A Port Fairy 25 February:
Join us at the AGM, nominate and elect our Committee of Management for 2020. Nominations for positions and committee membership are welcome.

2 April

First Occasional Lecture with Dr. Ted Donelan

1-31 July Semester break — Most classes close for all of July

All U3A Members and friends were invited to a

COCKTAIL PARTY

In early December at the Limestone
Gallery. We had a good roll up and have received great
feedback from those who attended.

Courses Semester 1 2020
Course

Time

Dates

Stories of Us: Great Australian Literature

1.00 pm

2nd Friday Monthly

Western Philosophy: Ancient Roots and
Modern Thoughts

10.00 am

1st & 3rd Monday

Essays and Ideas

10.00 am

2nd & 4th Tuesday

Current Affairs

10.00 am

2nd & 4th Monday

Passion for Poetry

10.00 am

1st & 3rd Tuesday

History of Port Fairy

10.00 am

1st & 3rd Wednesday

Earth Wind and Fire

1.00 pm

Monthly 2nd Tuesday

Regional Gallery Visits

2 visits each semester

The Great Composers

1.00 pm

Mondays - 6 sessions
17/2, 16/3, 6/4, 27/4, 18/5, 22/6

1st Tuesday Book Club

2.00 pm

Monthly 1st Tuesday

Mahjong

1.00 pm

Wednesdays

Science Naturally

2.00 pm

2nd Thursday - talk
4th Thursday—Field Trip

Wandering the World: Travels Near & Far

1.30 pm

Monthly 4th Friday

Wars of the Roses

10.00 am

Fridays— 6 sessions
17/4, 1/5, 15/5, 29/5, 5/6, 19/6

Movie Club

7.30 pm
2.00pm

Friday Film at Reardon Theatre
Discussion following Tuesday at PFCH

Introduction to Bird Watching—Walk, Talk &
Gawk *Limited to 5 places only

2.00 pm

Mondays—4 sessions
24/2, 23/3, 27/4, 25/5.

Theatre Visits

TBA

1 Theatre visit and 3 sessions during
semester.

Port Fairy Sketching

TBA

Monthly or as group decides

Introduction to Tai Chi

10.00 am

6 sessions starts Thursday 7 May

Bridge for Beginners

10.00 am

8 sessions starts Tuesday 21 April

Enrolment in courses is subject to availability and sufficient enrolment numbers

ABOUT U3A — History and beginnings in Victoria
At the start of our second year it is worth reflecting on the
history of the U3A movement in Victoria. Its evolution has
some parallels with the short history of our own U3A in
Port Fairy.
The University of the Third Age (U3A) is a world-wide
not-for-profit education movement. It started in
Toulouse, France in 1973 and rapidly spread to England,
Europe and beyond.
In 1984 in Melbourne four friends attending a gerontology
conference shared their enthusiasm for the U3A movement they had each experienced in Europe. They decided
to explore the feasibility of establishing a U3A in Victoria,
to address the educational needs and aspirations of older
Australians that were neglected at that time. A public
meeting was held in Melbourne to assess the interest of
retired members of the community. The venue was full to
capacity and the concept of a self-managed education
program operated for and by older people was embraced
with enthusiasm.
From these beginnings in Melbourne in 1984, the movement has grown to 109 U3As across metropolitan and rural Victoria. Each U3A is independent, operating under an elected committee of management
with an annual subscription fee that entitles members to participate in as many classes as they wish.
U3A Port Fairy is the most recently established U3A in Victoria and the only U3A in Moyne Shire to date. It
was launched by the Mayor in October 2018 with the support of the peak body, U3A Network Victoria
and in partnership with Port Fairy Community House. We are part of a strong and vibrant State network
representing 38,000 U3A members and also a member of a supportive regional South West network.

OPEN DAY AND ENROLMENTS

HOW TO ENROL FOR COURSES

Wednesday 29th January 2020
10 am—12 noon
at Port Fairy Community House

Have your membership number or confirmation, then

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

OR Come to Semester 1 Open Day

Email u3aportfairy@gmail.com with your request

