
 

 

Our local plovers, the Spur-winged Lapwing, have declared it is Spring.   
Baby plover chicks are hatching around town and are aggressively protected by the parents.  It would be 

hard not to hear  the piercing and repeated yak yak yak  cry  warning us not to come too  close. 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greetings to all U3A members as we emerge from our Port Fairy 

winter. In spite of  Stage 3 restrictions I feel so grateful to be living 

in this beautiful place where we can walk to beaches, the river, the 

wharf, the rail trail and through our historic town for as long as we 

like each day.  

I am interested in how mask wearing changes our social interactions 

but so far, although I don’t always initially recognise people, I have 

encountered a great deal of good-will and warm community spirit.     

I do know, however, that many of you share my sadness in not being able to cuddle grand-

children or interact with family and close friends except on a screen or the phone. We are all 

living through interesting and challenging times!  

The Committee made the decision in April to publish our Newsletter each month throughout 

this long period of suspension of classes. This is now the fifth monthly Newsletter and it is    

timely to recognise its major role in sustaining, entertaining, connecting, stimulating and      

informing our U3A community.  

        Continued over the page 

                                September 2020 

http:/u3aportfairy.com
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The Newsletter has grown in size over that time as our editors  Maggie Currie and Maureen Joyce have enticed many      

members to contribute their ideas, knowledge and experiences. Its quality and attractive and engaging design is testimony to 

Maggie and Maureen’s creative vision and artistic skills.  I sincerely thank them for their hard work and dedication and for 

producing such a welcoming and interesting Newsletter each month.   

The membership survey of past and current U3A members that the Committee conducted this month has provided very      

useful information to guide our planning for the next phase of ‘the new Covid-normal’. You will find details of the findings 

in this Newsletter and also on our website.  One of the most significant outcomes is the considerable interest by members in 

participating in U3A sessions conducted via Zoom. Through necessity many of us have increased our confidence and         

experience in using online technologies to communicate with family and friends. As ‘normal’ classes are unlikely to resume 

for some time the Committee is now planning to trial a few presentations and social activities by Zoom this year and will   

develop some online courses for 2021 to augment our wonderful online Philosophy course.  

We received a grant for purchase of two Zoom Pro licences which we have started using for committee meetings and other 

discussion forums without the constraints of a forty minute time-limit! When our partner organisation Port Fairy Community 

House re-opens we will work with them to offer some members training and support in the use of the internet, email and    

other basic computer skills. This government funded program, Be Connected, should enable more of our members to feel 

confident in using technology to participate in U3A activities at a time when we are unable to meet face-to face. 

Many of our Course leaders continue to communicate with their class groups and the wider membership to provide             

information, recommendations and activities to engage us outside in the garden and the natural environment as well as inside 

at home. The commitment of our Course leaders to stay in touch and share articles, podcasts and links to websites for        

performances, talks, exhibitions, concerts and much more is commendable. We are part of a dynamic and generous           

community! 

Kate Donelan 

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

 

We are all looking forward to when classes can start again, however with social distancing,                 

smaller group numbers and other requirements, we are calling for more members to       

facilitate some activities for smaller groups of  5-10 people. 

 If you have a skill interest, or activity that you’d like to share with other members, 

please contact us and let us know.   

 We welcome those who might like to engage in some outside activities like bush-

walking, badminton, or anything else.   

 If you have an idea — please share it with us.   

 We hope we will be able to have some activities starting this year,  but we are also 

planning now for next year — 2021!   

Email:  u3aportfairy@gmail.com 

LOOKING TO OUR FUTURE: 

Social distancing, smaller groups and outside activities 



 

 

NEWS                3 

 

 

 

 

The Committee of Management would like to thank all who participated in our on-line survey.  We         

received over 105 responses from 194 emails sent to our members – a 54% response rate.* 

We were heartened to read that most members considered that the communications from both the   

Committee of Management and our Course Leaders were greatly appreciated.  Our communications and 

actions through this time of Covid restrictions were supported with many positive comments. We also 

were pleased to receive some constructive feedback and recommendations.  This included an interest by 

over 70% of respondents for  participation in short courses or presentations by Zoom.   

The Committee will continue to explore options for presentations and short courses by 

Zoom in the coming months as well as in 2021. We will continue to partner with U3A 

Warrnambool who have scheduled weekly Zoom sessions with presenters from near 

and far.  The timetable for these will be included each month in our Newsletter.   

We are introducing two informal chat sessions via Zoom  in Sept/Oct 

These are suitable for anyone new to Zoom, along with anyone who wants to join the session 

to catch up and say hi to fellow members in a relaxed environment — your home! 

          Afternoon Drinks at 4.00 pm on Thursday 10th September 

          and 

  Cuppa and Chat at 11.00 am on Tuesday 6th October 

A separate email and password will be sent to all members inviting them to Zoom in! 

  If you you’d like a little Zoom practice prior to this, email us or phone Maureen at least 1 week before 
(see below) 

Most of the members who responded to the survey indicated they had good basic online skills, however  
a significant percentage identified that they would like further training. The area that people felt the 
LEAST  CONFIDENT in was online library borrowing, including audio books. With that in mind, we       
include on the next page a guide to using BORROWBOX .  

 

Our members will also be able to access the Be Connected courses that 
Port Fairy Community House will be offering later this year.  These       
popular training sessions are aimed at over 50-year-olds who want to 
gain or further develop their online skills in a supportive environment 

          Maureen Joyce    ph: 0418210011 

* A summary of the Report on the Membership Survey is available on our website.           
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Contact Port Fairy Library if you have any problems: 
Ring them  on 55682248 Monday, Wednesday and Fridays    
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Given that platypus have been around for       

millions of years in Australia, you would expect 

that they have developed effective strategies for 

surviving bushfire.  However, times have changed 

and things are not the same in the ecosystems of 

today.  

Thanks to a very dense coat and extensive fat 

storage deposits (particularly in the tail), platypus 

are well suited to spending hours feeding in cold 

water. However, this adaptation does make them 

susceptible to heat stress and hyperthermia.     

During the firestorm, platypus are able to shelter 

deep in their burrows for days if necessary until 

the heat and smoke have passed, so they can     

usually survive the initial event.  But it is when 

they emerge from their burrows that their       

problems start. 

Platypus survival depends on having adequate 

food and shelter, items that are both severely    

impacted by bushfires. They are basically an 

aquatic species that feeds only in the water. They 

need to find and consume the equivalent of about 

20% of their body weight per day of live aquatic 

stages of insects and other small invertebrates.  

Bushfires occur in summer, and often following 

drought. Platypus numbers have often already 

been depleted where water flows have been     

severely reduced, particularly if the streams have 

more or less dried out. Bushfires in South-eastern 

Australia are generally followed by rain, some-

times floods.  The first flow of toxic black sludge 

and ash is typically lethal to any water life that 

had survived the initial events, and it takes time 

for macro-invertebrates to repopulate the stream. 

Although platypus spend most of their life in    

water they still rely on good quality habitat –   

such as trees and shrubs along the river banks and 

the in-stream woody habitat - to provide the right 

conditions for the proliferation of the bugs on 

which they feed. Obviously this habitat will be 

destroyed by the fire. Streamside vegetation is 

also critical for protection from predators such as 

birds, foxes and dogs. Bank erosion exposes    

burrows and makes it harder to dig new ones, and 

further degrades water quality. Clearly, in heavily 

fire-ravaged areas, due to a combination of these 

factors the habitat can be seriously degraded, and 

although some apparently healthy animals may be 

seen swimming about after the fire, they can 

slowly starve to death.   

Unfortunately there is very little that can be done 

to help at these times. During droughts there have 

been a few attempts to provide extra nutrition (in 

the form of live yabbies, earthworms, mealworms 

etc.) to platypus trapped in isolated small pools 

but without any clear evidence that animals ever 

made use of the supplementary food. In flowing 

conditions, supplementary feeding would       

probably be of very little value as the food items 

would be quickly dispersed downstream.        

Likewise, 'rescuing' animals for captive care 

(unless they are found injured or in a distressed 

state) is generally not feasible, as adequate        

facilities for housing and feeding more than a few 

animals of this species are simply not available. 

    Continued ... 

In November last year Dr Ted Donelan gave a talk on the ecology of  the Platypus 

We asked Ted to give us an update on how they are faring after the bushfires. 

Platypus Survival and Bushfires 



 

 
At the end of the day, the impact on platypus  
populations will be determined by the percentage 
of each catchment that has been destroyed. If 
there is waterway connection to healthy water 
bodies then animals can retreat to these systems 
until conditions improve and then move back. 
This is what tends to happen naturally on a       
seasonal basis with the small creeks discharging 
into rivers such as the Yarra.  

Apart from these temporary migrations, platypus 
populations generally seem to be capable of      
recovering once conditions improve. It is believed 
that vacant habitats are mainly repopulated by 
dispersing juveniles, starting with the offspring of 
females that have survived in reliably wet refuge 
sites elsewhere in the river catchment. Juveniles 
have been recorded travelling in excess of 40km 
to reoccupy these areas. In practice, this recovery 
process typically takes a few years. Accordingly, 
it may be some time before platypus are again 
abundant enough for people to start seeing them 
locally. 

Of course, this presumes that flow regimes also 
recover to at least their pre-bushfire or pre-
drought level. Ironically, this sometimes failed    
to occur after the millennium drought due to        
construction of small off-stream dams that        
intercept natural run-off –  built by landholders   
to help drought-proof their properties. 

It is important to remember that the sustainability 
of platypus populations depends on having exten-
sive stretches of healthy aquatic habitat, not just a 

few pools. The good news is that studies have 
shown that in healthy ecosystems platypus       
populations will recover within a few years of 
most bushfires, except possibly in the case of 
very small isolated catchments that have been 
subjected to high levels of impact.  

 

A good source of information on platypus matters 
is the Australian Platypus Conservancy .  

You can find them at https://platypus.asn.au/  

Ted Donelan 
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Picture shows a platypus swimming in the 

flooded and polluted Nariel Creek near        

Corryong after the bushfires this year 

 
We are looking at a number of ways we can assist our members with online technology         
platforms which are becoming part of the new normal.   
 
We have added a new page on our website called         
“How To …” which has links to resources to help you do 
some simple online tasks such as:  listen to a podcast;     
access library books online; access free movies through 
your library membership; respond to an invitation to join a 
Zoom meeting; listen to audio books or download ebooks 
using Borrowbox and more. 
 
Let us know what you would like added to our “How To …” guides. 

 
Pop online now and visit :  https://u3aportfairy.com/how-to/ 

 

New to our website:   www.u3aportfairy.com  

https://platypus.asn.au/
https://u3aportfairy.com/how-to/
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This month we meet Julie Fall and Steve Mackey 

What is the name of your course? 

Western Philosophy: Ancient Roots and Modern Thoughts 

Why did you become a course leader? 

To find people patient enough to listen while I worked through my ignorance of       

philosophy. 

How long have you lived in this region and where have you come from? 

I came to Warrnambool from Highgate, North London in 1990 to work at the then 

Warrnambool Institute of Advanced Education.   

What has sustained you during the pandemic? 

Lorraine and I have become major users of Zoom to talk to relatives in the UK and US as well as friends who we 

used to see regularly at Mickey Bourke’s Pub. 

What is something that people might not know about you? 

When I was young I was very frightened by my first parachute jump. Determined to overcome my fear I made 
three more jumps encountering increasing levels of terror. By the last one I had comprehensively overcome my 
fear – my fear of giving up parachute jumping! 

Steve Mackey 

What is the name of your course and why did you become a course 

leader? 

1st Tuesday Book Group. I initially went along to U3A with the       

intention of joining the book group only to discover it was not going to 

run so I offered to facilitate as I wanted to join a book group! 

How long have you lived in this region and where have you come 

from? 

I have lived here  for two years. I initially migrated from Sydney, to 

London, back to Sydney, to Melbourne then to here! 

What has sustained you during the pandemic? 

Building our new home here, establishing a vegetable garden, keeping in touch with offspring in Melbourne and 

Canberra and my four sisters all over the country! Getting plenty of exercise is very important to me, so I take 

long walks every day. 

What is something that people might not know about you? 

I love going to the theatre, ballet and occasionally opera. I have been a subscription ticket holder to the         

Australian Ballet since 1983. I am hoping to see Hamilton in Sydney next year. 

Julie Fall 

Julie & Alan at Everest Base Camp Tibet. 

Steve on the 

Streets of 

Koroit.  
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MOVIE CLUB:  Art House—In House 

We hope that you have been able to get onto the Beamafilm site . 

If not, a step by step instruction sheet is available on the U3A website.   

Just a tip, you don’t have to go into the library online, instead you can log on 

through the Beamafilm app via  Google Store for Android or Apple Store for 

iPad.  It’s easy but you do need your library number and password. 

This month we will look at European Films 

There are a wide range of movies from Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, 

France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Romania, Spain and more . 

Try these to start . . ..  

 Un Village Francais is well worth a look.  It is actually a series about a 

French Village and its inhabitants going through the ups and downs of the 

occupation by the Germany army from 1940 to 1945. (How would you act 

under occupation?) 

 Babette’s Feast is a Denmark classic made in 1987 and still a great movie. 

 Cosy up viewing the sizzling, La Dolce Vita directed by Federico Fellini, Italy 1960.  

 

THE WINNER OF THE BEST REVIEW FOR LAST MONTH IS  . . . 

ANNE BRYDON who reviewed “The Orator”.   

Read her review on page 14 — once you read it you will want to watch the movie! 

Western Philosophy 

The final semester of 'Western Philosophy: Ancient Roots and Modern Thoughts' starts soon.  

We will use the same online format as in semester one but fortnightly instead of weekly. I'm looking forward to 

lively Zoom discussions like those which we had earlier this year. The full details are available via this link to 

my webpage::     https://sites.google.com/view/philosophy-u3a-port-fairy/home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Mackey 

What do Darwin, and Freud 

have to do with  Philosophy? 

 Zoom in to find out! 

https://sites.google.com/view/philosophy-u3a-port-fairy/home


 

 
MORE NEWS  FROM  OUR COURSE LEADERS                            9  

Current Affairs  

Interested in  Current Affairs?  

In this current climate there may be more U3A members outside the Current Affairs 

group who would like to receive current affairs emails.  If you would like to be added 

to the mailing list, please send me an email:  jillburgoyne2@gmail.com 

I look forward to welcoming any interested U3A members to the group whilst our  

normal classes are suspended.  

Jill Burgoyne 

Wars of the Roses and Port Fairy 

The Wars of the Roses raged across England during the 15th Century – so far in time and space from Port Fairy 

that it’s hard to imagine there could be a connection. 

At the time of these dramatic events, two great families dominated wealth and power in the north of England.  The 

Neville’s and the Percy’s were rivals of long-standing and by the middle the 15th century the rivalry had escalated 

into local armed conflict.  When the battles now known as the Wars of the Roses broke out in the south shortly 

thereafter, the Neville and Percy families predictably joined the opposing 

sides - York and Lancaster. 

In 1800 Lt. James Grant sailed along our coast and passed by the island 

known to the Gunditjmara people as Deen Maar.   

He named the island Lady Julia’s Island (though in 1802 Matthew Flinders 

expanded the name to Lady Julia Percy’s Island).  Lady Julia was the wife 

of Hugh Percy, the 2nd Duke of Northumberland. Through his mother 

Hugh Percy was the descendent heir to the same House of Percy that 

played such a prominent part in the Wars of the Roses 350 years earlier. 

Michael Crowe 
Lady Julia’s family 

Port Fairy Sketchers 

Despite the cold, some of us are still sketching. These from Heather, John & Richard  Maureen  
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1st Tuesday Book Club:  

LOOKING FOR A GOOD READ—from Julie’s bookshelf 

Peel Me a Lotus by Charmian Clift. I love her writing and think she writes beautiful prose. The book is best described as 

“a book about escapism, about people who have dreamed of islands, and about what happens to them when their dreams 

come true”. Having read a lot about Clift one has to bear in mind that her time on Grecian islands was anything but fairytale 

stuff, none-the-less I really enjoyed the book. 

The Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith — aka J. K. Rowling, who published this book under a pseudonym to see if it 

would be judged on its own merits and not because she is the author of the Harry Potter series. Cormoran Strike is a private 

detective and a private person so it makes for a good read if one likes detective fiction and interesting people, which I do!  

His assistant Robin Ellacott also proves to be somewhat flawed but still an interesting character. This is the first in a series of 

four (so far). I have read all the books and they are great books to escape into. 

Cheers,   Julie Fall 

Stories of Us: Great Australian Literature 

Last Lines for a time of COVID-19 

During the first coronavirus lock-down the class had fun sharing the first lines of     
classic novels they had adapted to make them relevant to a time of pandemic. 

In this second wave it is time for a new challenge: to re-write the final lines of well-
known novels for our lives of social and physical distancing, infection control, and 
Covid data.  

Here are some examples to inspire you: 

The Great Gatsby – F Scott Fitzgerald 

So we beat on, fists against the window, borne back ceaselessly into the house. 

Animal Farm - George Orwell 

The creatures inside looked from couch to man, and from man to couch, and from couch to man again; but already it was 

impossible to say which was which. 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 

But I reckon I got to light out for the backyard ahead of the rest, because Aunt Sally says she’s going to set a daily limit on 

Netflix and I can’t stand it. I been there before. 

The Broken Shore – Peter Temple 

A bark at the door, another, more urgent, the dogs taking turns. He let them in and they surrounded him and he was glad to 

have them at least, and to be alive. 

Monkey Grip – Helen Garner 

The absent-minded carolling of magpies dropped out of the pine trees half a mile away. Her exercise hour was up. Time to 

go home. 

Voss – Patrick White 

‘If we are not certain of the facts, how is it possible to give the answers?’  

‘The medical experts will tell us’. Miss Trevelyan said. 

By which time she had grown hoarse, and fell to wondering aloud whether she had properly fitted her mask. 

Select a well-known novel and adapt its last lines to suit our times.   Then send your ideas to kate@donelan.com.au  

There will be a literary prize for the best entry! 

Kate Donelan 

about:blank
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Essays and Ideas  (and Podcasts) 

The 75 year milestone of the end of War in the Pacific has inspired interest and               

remembrance  of WW2 in our part of the world.   

The History Listen  on ABC Radio National has  produced  2 podcasts about Hay’s 

War: When the Japanese came to inland Australia part 1 and 2.   It is also a story about 

lockdown! 

You can  access these 2 audios via the ABC App on your phone or tablet, or iPad or  by typing in                   

“Hay’s War  ABC” on your computer’s search engine (like Google). 

 

 

 

 

Maggie Currie 

Wandering the World ..But not Just Yet 

MAY GIBBS HOUSE SYDNEY 

In last month’s newsletter, we had a poster drawn by May 

Gibbs in the time of the Spanish Flu.  This reminded me of an 

enchanting visit I made to May Gibbs House a couple of years 

ago. 

May Gibbs house, now a museum, is a short ferry ride from Circular Quay to Neutral Bay, 

and a 5-minute walk to the House.  There is a coffee shop near the Jetty.   The house looks 

over the harbour and her garden, furniture and drawings are as though she has just 

stepped out.   

 In the 1980s the house was saved from developers by  a community battle to “Save 

Nutcote for the Nation”.  It is now on the register of the National Estate.  

One particular thing I remembered was that May Gibbs and Jimmy Bancks (who 

wrote Ginger Meggs) worked on the same newspaper.  However, May was paid 

considerably lower wages than Jimmy! 

Check out the website:  www.maygibbs.com.au  

Please send us your quirky little Australian adventure to inspire others to visit in person or 

online!  It could be around Port Fairy, in Victoria, or even, one day across the borders! 

https://www.maygibbs.com.au/
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The Great Composers   

Good Listening on these sites:   

 Melbourne Recital Centre website https://live.melbournerecital.com.au/ 

 ABC Classic  -  Listen Again  https://www.abc.net.au/classic/live-music/classic-live/ 

 YouTube – https://www.youtube.com   or on the YouTube app on your device or smart TV 

In the search area write the name of a composer you want to hear ( eg Handel. Beethoven etc) or a music 

style (eg Baroque,Classic, Romantic etc).  There will be a wonderful list of first class performances to 

listen to. The ads at the beginning are pretty annoying but can be cancelled in a few seconds.    

An example is this beautiful recording of the Beethoven Violin Concerto with Itzhac Perlman: 

  https://youtu.be/cokCgWPRZPg  

You can tune in to all this music on your phone, iPad or computer and connect  by Bluetooth to a portable    

speaker that should  have quite nice sound quality – endless beautiful music and all for free!  

Just to restore our confidence there will be music in the future have a look at this!   

https://youtu.be/Q32C1vdU6mQ 

Stay well, safe and listening,    

Eda and Ruth 

Science Naturally     

U3A Science Naturally self-guided walks and other guides 

It has been another action packed month at Science…naturally! 

Sue Knudsen has presented episodes 1 and 2 of her award winning three-

part series on the seaweeds of Port Fairy (can’t wait for episode 3) and Ross 

has sent a ripple through the group with his latest offering. The Knudsen house-

hold is running hot! 

What do you know about genomic sequencing and how it is used to track down COVID-19 outbreaks?  

Not much? Well, fortunately for you, Ted Donelan has prepared a straight forward factual account of what it is 

and how it is allowing authorities to track the origins and spread of the virus. Essential reading in these troubled 

times. If you haven’t got a copy, just send me an email and it will be yours. 

If you are not already on the mailing list just email me at  jmiller3350@gmail.com – you don’t want to be the 

only one missing out!  

John Miller 

https://live.melbournerecital.com.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/classic/live-music/classic-live/
https://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cokCgWPRZPg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q32C1vdU6mQ&feature=youtu.be
about:blank


 

 

U3A Warrnambool continues to welcome U3A Port Fairy members to            

participate in their special ZOOM Tutorials! 

All tutorials will commence at 2.00 pm on the Tuesdays as listed below. 

Invitations to join each of the tutorials will be issued by email from Peter Dexter, President U3A Warrnambool  

If you think you might like to give it a go, please contact Peter Dexter   

 by either email or phone:   plsinoz@gmail.com   or   0417431277  

ZOOM with U3A Warrnambool                                                13 

SEPT 

1 

BRUCE KEY :  Pollution 

Bruce only became aware that pollution was a problem when he read the book ‘The Limits to Growth’ in 

the 1970s. Today the evidence is everywhere – air, water, soil, plastic, and chemical pollution for     

instance. We will discuss these and other forms of pollution including some that are less obvious. It is 

not all doom and we will look at some successes in reducing pollution. 

SEPT 

8 

DONNA ELLIS : Why gardening is really rather good for you 

Many of us enjoy pottering about in the garden but do you realise gardening has some great health 

benefits too?  

SEPT 

15 

ANITA HOEKSTRA : Special Piano Recital 

Well-known local pianist, teacher and performer, Anita Hoekstra will present a selection of      
Romantic piano pieces, compiled to create a musical sparkle in the current lockdown winter 
days. Among it will be works by Liszt, Chopin, Brahms, Field, and some 20th century compos-
ers. The actual program will be part of the video recording. 

SEPT 

22 

DICK WHITAKER:  Of Droughts and Flooding Rains 

Rainfall Variability in Australia. In this talk we look at the long history of droughts and floods in Australia 
and their far-reaching impacts. Towards the end of the talk we look at modern progress, with sea sur-

face temperatures identified as important rainfall drivers.  

SEPT 

29 

DICK WHITAKER:  Australian Weather Disasters 

Several important events, largely driven by the weather, have had a significant impact in the history of 

transport in Australia. These have shaped the way we do things in several areas, notably shipping and 

aviation. In this talk we will look at four of these and review the four changes they produced in Australi-

an transport infrastructure 

OCT 

6 

SOPHIE COUCHMAN:  Warrnambool’s Chines families and their place in           
Australian History 

From the Artso family who served in both World Wars to the Chinese who cultivated market gardens, 
the Warrnambool area has a surprisingly rich Chinese history. Using this local history as a starting 
point, this tutorial will explore Australia’s long Chinese history and challenge you to think about the point 
at which Australia’s Chinese history simply becomes Australian history. 
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The main themes of the film are of courage, for-

giveness and loyalty. A story of the marginalized 

and dispossessed triumphing over adversity, it is 

both uplifting and empowering. 

The protagonist, Saili, lives with dwarfism, and as a 

result is marginalized in his traditional Samoan    

village. His wife, Vaagia, was banished from her 

own neighboring village some years earlier. Her 

daughter Litia attends the local school. 

“The Orator” focuses on Saili’s journey from being 

a powerless, voiceless victim using various under-

standable but maladaptive behaviors in reaction to 

bullying, to quite an eloquent and skilled negotiator 

(orator) able to protect the interests of those he 

loved. 

To make this progression he needed to confront and 

overcome his fears, as well as his perception of him-

self and to take back his power which had been 

eroded by others. Quite a challenge for anyone! 

The outdoors and nature figured prominently in 

“The Orator”.  The people of the village farmed the 

yams and taros which were their food, as well as the 

herbs which were their medicine. Local grasses 

were used to be woven into mats, baskets and 

screens used for trading, gifts as part of negotiations 

and for sale. Pigs raised locally were food items as 

well as trading items or gifts. 

Communication seemed to be rarely written. It was 

very oral, and this contrasts sharply to our own    

culture. Also non verbal communication featured 

prominently in the early stages of the narrative. In 

particular, Saili communicated predominantly by his 

actions (throwing away stones, cutting down  

 

plants) or by his facial expressions. Only later did 

he discover his voice. 

Conflict resolution was a sharp contrast to our own. 

What we would deal with in a court, using legal  

argument, precedents and careful interpretation of 

written language, they dealt with in a field, using 

calm but powerful emotive reasoning, exchanges of 

gifts, and various symbolic gestures. 

The culture and legal system are kept personal and 

individual accountability is very high in “The      

Orator”. One example is after three men assaulted 

Saili, they had to sit at his front garden in view of 

the road, covered in reed blankets and to remain 

there until he forgave them by removing their reed 

blankets. This would have been embarrassing for 

them, and there would be a powerful incentive not 

to attack him again!  

By contrast, our court system is less personal - 

names are often suppressed. Punishment is to an 

impersonal authority (a fine, jail, an intervention 

order) rather than a retribution payment to a victim, 

a requirement to directly repair damage (e.g. repair 

someone’s car you stole and damaged / clean off 

graffiti you put on a fence). The crime, punishment 

and victim are more linked in “The Orator” whereas 

in our culture the police, governments and other 

institutions figure more prominently. 

I thoroughly enjoyed “The Oracle” but admit that I 
probably missed many of the more subtle and     
nuanced references due to unfamiliarity with the 
culture.  However, it’s a great movie, and I          
recommend it highly! 

THE ORATOR 

Watch via BEAMAFILM     

Reviewed by Anne Brydon 

I chose “The Orator” to explore a different culture and customs. My choice 
did not disappoint! The genre is drama, however, it is atypical of other dra-

mas, and reminded me of “Whale Rider” in its style. 
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What have you been up to during the pandemic ? 

Deb Walker 

During this quieter time we have all been experiencing, I have been     

enjoying reading, gardening, ignoring the vacuuming and dusting and 

stitching together scraps of fabric to make outfits for an old felt doll.  

I enjoy the combination of machine sewing and hand stitching whilst    

listening to music or podcasts.  

 

Ganga Powell 

I managed to publish a book during lockdown: A 

Wedding Under the Banyan Tree. 

I am very happy that Australian Scholarly            

Publications are going to take it on and planning to 

bring out their edition of it in October.  

 

John Hastings 

John in his abundant urban garden.   

Always something to do!!   

Bottling, pickling, cider making  

and more.  

John with 

friend 

Wendy Smyrk 

In Covid time I've been working on a macramé screen to wrap around 

an  ugly hot water service outside, — it’s very therapeutic!   

It will  have bamboo poles as uprights. 

               We are looking forward to the finished result!  Ed 
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Judith Kershaw . 

We have a new house member  — Fergus our Covid Cat!  Fergus is 

great company as a family member and a joyful  replacement for the 

tours we may have planned.  

These photos show Fergus taking his place at the table and firmly in 

charge of Judith’s lounge chair. 

 

P S We think Fergus is very Happy with his new 

lodgings.! Ed. 

 

Ted Donelan 

The  Lockdown Birdfeeder 

The brief was simple.  I couldn’t visit my 4-year-old grand daughter in Mel-

bourne, but for her birthday could I make a bird feeder to hang in the tree so 

she could watch the birds through the window. 

The finished article would have to be able to withstand the demands of the 

Melbourne winter outdoors, and I had to make it from materials on hand as 

trips to Warrnambool hardware shops were off the agenda. 

So, repurposed old jarrah decking offcuts were milled and fabricated to form 

the base, corner pillars and roof supports. The floor was made from offcuts of 

stainless steel window security mesh, designed to allow water but not seed to 

drain through.  This was housed in a separate jarrah base structure, using 

some old piano hinge to allow it to drop down for cleaning.   

The roof and upper end sections were cut from old cedar door frames.  The catch to close the hinged base 

was fabricated from an old brass hinge, and for the suspension apparatus I used old stainless steel chains. 

All the screws were reused old brass items.  

By now you may have picked up that I never throw out anything useful. Habits learned growing up poor on 

a hardscrabble farm die hard. I think it is the only sensible way to go, but it drives my family nuts! 

Australia Post did a great job of delivering the finished article, after I had made an appropriately sized and 

padded cardboard box.  

The response from the birthday girl was suitably loving and enthusiastic.  Meanwhile the 

very pernickety and well-fed Thornbury birds are slowly adjusting to having to visit      

another feeding station on their rounds.     

“Hey Dad, I think I just saw a mynah!” 
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Maureen Joyce & John Walker:  Puppet shows 

We haven’t been able to visit John’s granddaughter in Adelaide since February.  Her parents 

keep us up to date with progress and short videos of her antics via Whats App.  So that she can 

remember her Pop in our absence we have been making a few unscripted, unrehearsed videos and send-

ing them through on Whats App.  Her parents then plug the phone into the TV (or phone cast it some-

how) and she can see us and our accumulation of puppets on the TV!  Apparently they are successful 

enough for her to request them to be played over and over and over.    Included in the series are:        

“Who Stole the Policeman’s Hat?” and “Who Made the Big Smelly”   

Michael Crowe:  Playing cards on Zoom 

Our card group faced a question; how to continue the monthly game during the 

lockdown?   

Zoom held the answer.  By connecting my phone to the computer by cable, its 

camera feed could be seen by all though the Share Screen function.  But how to set up the phone so that the 

camera is focused on the desktop where the card action takes place?  

For this I made a camera stand as follows: 

Materials:   A tin of Scottish Shortbread biscuits and an Irwin wood clamp 

Method:      Eat the biscuits.  Cut a small hole in the biscuit tin lid and attach the lid to the arm of the 

clamp.  

I could then clamp the stand to a nearby bookcase and position the phone camera over the hole in the lid.  

Voila! 

 

 

The Camera Stand 
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Pat Jarret & Claire Atkins:   

Pat is one of our members who prefers not to use email or the 

internet, but that doesn’t stop her from being busy with so 

many other things.  She has been creating some very large  

soft sculptures using knots and macramé for exhibition in   

Portland.  Also she had wanted to do something with the large    

Mt Gambier stone wall on her property, but thought it difficult 

to access fully.  Claire Atkins thought she could help with a 

ladder, but fortunately they had assistance from someone who 

provided safe scaffolding so they could paint layer by layer 

reaching up to the top of the 12 foot wall. 

  

 

 

BUSH  LIT PRODUCTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Furphy, a descendant of Joseph Furphy, (who wrote under the pseudonym Tom Collins and 

is best known for his novel Such Is Life) has been working over the past few years to keep Australian 

bush heritage alive. 

Bush Lit Productions is hopeful that some of these well-loved stories, converted to the moving image, 

may entice this lost audience to seek out the humour of Henry Lawson, the excitement of Banjo Paterson, 

the strength of Barbara Baynton and the earthy characters of Tom Collins and recognise that their stories, 

with many others, were the building blocks of the Australian character. He has put together this site, made 

films, etc.  The website is https://www.bushlitproductions.com.au/       

Sue Goy 

Reflecting on Australia’s bush heritage . . .  . . . 

https://www.bushlitproductions.com.au/
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Cryptic Puzzles—Local South West Townships 

 

1. “Firstly, you’re a miserable bastard, Uncle Kevin!” (6) 

2. Can a fish call a heavyweight? (10) 

3. Change entry before disengaging radar (10) 

4. Blues-singer Smith: A Southern Lady (11) 

5. Holy man, he lends without a dollar (2. 6) 

6. Either river crossing (6) 

7. A wide non-alcoholic drink (10) 

8. It’s a big one, old king! (9) 

9. Purchase a bird, by the sound of it (6) 

10. Fleeces Australian swimmer (11) 

 

11. Come first, but not fast (7) 

12. Mail lost RAF letters (7, 4) 

13. Flower stream (9) 

14. Murder Rayne, unfortunately (9) 

15. Not short enough (7) 

16. Angry Susan, Federal Minister of the Environment (8) 

17. I will have none before Western Australia (6) 

18. So writes the Midnight Oil drummer (9) 

19. A vehicle and a dog (7) 

20. Bob’s Valley (10) 

Remember to  SMILE even though you 

are wearing a mask — it’s good for you! 

Don’t mask your laugh 
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Your input into our newsletter is welcome  

If you have any idea, article or photo you’d like included in our newsletter, either: 

    Email: u3aportfairy@gmail.com  or   Phone: Maggie Currie on 0419290232 

 

For our OCTOBER edition  

Please send in your photos, poems,  

or other  inspiration on the 

 THEME OF GARDEN CREATURES  

With Spring officially started there is so much going on in the garden — bees,    

flowers, vegies, bugs, birds, butterflies, beetles, slugs, rabbits, etc 

A chance to absorb the Zen of your backyard  

Or get into David Attenborough mode. 

We await your responses . . .  

ANSWERS:   Horsey stole the Policeman’s Hat and also did the Big Smelly.  More cryptic answers:  

1.Yambuk;  2. Codrington;  3.Tyrendarra;  4.Bessiebelle;  5.St. Helens;  6.Orford;  7.Broadwater;  8.MacarthurByaduk;  

10.Woolsthorpe;  11.Winslow;  12.Mailors Flat;  13.Rosebrook;  14.Killarney;  15.Toolong;  16.Illowa;  18.Penshurst;  19.Caramut;  

20.Hawkesdale 


