
Life in the nature strips 

 

Little dirt piles in our nature strips 

You will have no doubt noticed that since the rain has come there are lots of little piles of 

dark soil amongst the grass and weeds in the nature strips of Port Fairy. On closer 

inspection the piles are composed of little balls of soil that look like they have been rolled up. 

Little piles of soil in the nature strip  The piles are composed of tiny balls of soil 

The shape of the piles and the small balls suggests that they are being created by an animal 

of some sort. They are clearly not probe-holes created by birds. They look like the soil is 

being pushed up and ejected by something below the grass. 

So, armed with my trusty trowel and a set of sieves I set about finding the culprit (or culprits). 

It was dangerous and arduous work, but I knew the rewards 

would be great. I had to be careful not to strain myself! 

There were worms of course, but I do not think that they are 

responsible. 

After what seemed like hours, but was actually about 5 minutes, 

my endeavours were rewarded with a few specimens of adult 

and larval beetles in the sieves. 

I have now managed to identify two 

species of beetles, both from the family 

Scarabaeidae – Scarab Beetles. The 

characteristic “curl grub” or “cockchafer” 

larval stage of Scarab beetles feed on the 

roots of grasses and other plants. 

I suspect that the majority of the soil piles 

are made by the burrowing of the larger 

(around 1.2 cm long) Black Beetle 

Metanastes vulgivagus larvae, but there 

may be some piles made by the smaller 

(around 0.7 cm long) Byrrhomorpha 

verres (no common name). 

 Black Beetle curl grub (larva) and adult 

Another mystery solved. 


