
Port Fairy Butterflies bio-search 2020-21 
** BE COVID SAFE 

Covid-19 lockdown gives us an opportunity to have a good look around our 
house block where we live. The variety of butterflies over time is often 
surprising for small areas. We only need a few minutes at a similar time 
each day when conditions are right for butterflies, to record which ones are 
sharing our block with us. There are probably 25+ species in Port Fairy 
across a year. Little is recorded - we may find something quite unusual. 
  
With this summary sheet, I have included 

• Butterfly Identification Sheet 

• Excel Butterfly Recording Sheet 

• Word Butterfly Recording Sheet 
 
The Project 
For the first time, we’ll record and map the butterflies in Port Fairy across spring - autumn. 
 
What will we do? 
 

• Choose an area to survey – your garden’s easy. If you’re keen, why not add in a second natural 
area like a wetland or treed area, or a small public park. Use a different recording sheet. 

 

• Pick a similar time each day to have a look around the area. Middle of the day or late afternoon 
can good. Don’t worry if you early or late – just record the time. 

 

• Choose your preferred recording sheet, Excel or Word. 
 

• Record some information about your area the first time you use it (page 1 of the Butterfly Record 
Sheets). Record the surveyor(s) name(s), location (street, town and/or GPS), and type of area 
(main plants present - grasses, reeds/sedges, trees, smaller plants). 

 

• Each time you look for butterflies, record physical and climatic conditions into page 2 of the 
Record Sheet – time, temperature, cloud cover, wind speed and direction, rainfall for the day. 

 
Note: researchers often choose days to have minimum weather conditions for surveys, 
often more than 150C, wind < 5 (on the Beaufort scale, < 29 kmph), < 30% cloud cover, but 
in Port Fairy, you may never get outside to survey!! And you’ll miss important information 
about how different species handle poorer conditions. 

 

• Hint: Binoculars can help identification, especially if your prize Cabernet and canapes don’t allow 
you to move around easily. ☺ 

 

• Do you take photos (phone cameras included)? Photos can back up ID, though you may need 
more of you BGH (Big Game Hunter) skills and patience than usual. 

 

• Identify your sightings. 
 

• Fill out the sheet and every so often, perhaps at the end of each month, email the Butterfly 
Recording Sheet to me at tkennedy@aanet.net.au . Keep your own copy as a back-up. 
DO: use a single line to record if you have a day when you see no butterflies. 

 
Other references for Identification: 

1. Field, Ross Butterflies Identification and Life History Museum Victoria (Victorian species) 
2. Kitching, R & Orr, G Butterflies of Australia (was in the Pt Fairy library, Australia-wide, useful) 
3. Website: the Butterfly House (search for a species name and use the ButterflyHouse link) 
4. Two guides, both named “Field Guide to Butterflies of Australia”, by Braby (2016) and Garry & 

Sankowsky (2018) 



 
What questions might we answer? 
 
I think we can get information to start to answer lots of questions 

• What butterflies make their home Port Fairy and its surrounds? 

• What is the most common species? 

• How are they spread across the area? 

• In what months does each species occur? 

• What is the earliest each species occurs in the area? Is this changing because of changing 

climate? When is the last of each species seen? 

• Whose gardens do they prefer? Do they prefer to be in areas with some types of plants?  

• If so, what are each species preferences? 

• How can our local council help monitor and maintain butterfly numbers? 

  


