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There are times when you walk along East Beach and you see nothing but sand. That’s nice, 

but it is far more interesting when through the force of waves, tides, currents and wind we 

end up with a pile of seaweed dumped on the beach. That is where the fun really is – all 

sorts of stuff washes in. 

 

This week, Little East Beach, south of the 

boat ramp, is the place to be. A very nice 

dump of seaweed and other goodies has 

arrived. 

But you have to be quick. Seaweed is 

around 90% water, so if you are not there 

within a day or so of the dump then all you 

are likely to see is crumpled up brown bits 

and pieces which are neither photogenic 

nor identifiable.  

However, if you burrow into the mound 

you can often find some hidden treasures. 

 

The mixture or red, brown and green 

seaweed makes a colourful splash and there are some individually interesting species. The 

bright green Sea Lettuce (Ulva species) is only a few cells thick so you have to be quick to 

see it at its best but the Codium species (looking a bit like green dreadlocks) is comprised of 

just one giant cell – if you break off a strand you will see how the broken ends quickly close 

over to stop the jelly-like cell contents spilling out 
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But for me, the most interesting seaweed on the beach this week is a type red seaweed with 

mesh or net-like fronds. There are a whole group of “reds” that occur along our southern 

coast that have mesh fronds, but I have never seen any before. So, this was a good day. 

 

The intriguing thing about this seaweed (Martensia australisis) is that the lower part of the 

seaweed, at the holdfast end, is smooth and continuous like most of the other “reds” but the 

ends of the fronds look like they have been shredded.  

 

A closer inspection of the frond reveals an intricate intertwining of the cells to create an 

expandable mesh-like structure. 

Why do they do that? I have no idea, but I reckon it is probably just because they can. 

 

Another fascinating organism on our fantastic beaches – have a look next time you are on 

Little East Beach. 


