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Today’s Friday Frivolity comes to you from Wyperfeld National Park in Victoria’s Southern 

Mallee. 

I have spent a bit of time in Wyperfeld over the last month, and I am writing this from the 

Wonga Campground visitor information centre where I am doing a bit of work for the Friends 

of Wyperfeld.  

There are a lot of things to love about this magnificent national park but one of the things 

that is most striking is the sheer numbers of ants. 

Ants are everywhere, going about their business collecting seeds and foraging for other 

morsels for the nest. They are so prolific, particularly in the native pine groves and in the 

deep yellow sand mallee areas that they alter the landscape. One could be forgiven for 

thinking you were looking at an aerial image of Coober Pedy or one of the other opal mining 

towns. 

 

 

Of course, there are a few echidnas 

around making good use of the tasty 

resource, but there is another ant predator 

that often goes unnoticed. 

In and around the areas that have lots of 

ant nests there are strange little inverted 

cones in the sand. They look a bit like 

small volcano cones. 

They have a low rim and steep sides at an 

angle of 450-600 and come to a point.  

So, what is happening here? 
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The cones are home to Antlions, and they are 

voracious predators of ants. 

Antlions range in size from around 2 mm to 6 mm 

depending on the species and its stage of 

development. 

The Antlion constructs the sand cone trap by 

rapidly twisting its body and flicking the sand out of 

the hole. It continues this action until a suitable 

cone is made. The animal then buries itself in the 

base of the cone so that only its formidable jaws 

are exposed – the trap is set! 

When an inquisitive ant enters the cone, the Antlion goes to work.  

As the ant tries to climb the soft sandy walls of the trap, the Antlion flicks sand at it and 

knocks it down to the base of the cone. The Antlion then grasps the hapless ant with those 

huge jaws and, while it is secured, injects the ant with digestive juices and waits.  

Once the internal organs of the ant are nicely digested the Antlion sucks the ant dry then 

flicks the spent carcass out of the cone and resets for the next passing meal – and there are 

plenty of passing meals. 

The story is then completed when the well fed and fully developed Antlion metamorphoses 

into a beautiful flying Lacewing, and the process starts again. 

 

A marvellous transformation from ugly duckling to beautify swan. 

The big things are great to look at, but the small things are where the really fascinating stuff 

happens. 


