December 2020

U3A Port Fairy will be up and running in 2021
with our familiar courses along with some reimagined
and totally new –come and join us!
See below - Upcoming Timelines and Events

SAVE THESE DATES!
NOW!

Membership in U3A Port Fairy now open
Membership Application Form
attached—special discount $40 for
members renewing

17th December

Members’ Christmas Morning Tea
invitations will be sent out soon

28th January

Open Day 10am—12.30 pm

29th January

Online enrolments available from this
date — email your request

1st February

Not able to attend Open Day?
You can sign up at the Community House
10am—12.30pm

8th February

Courses Commence—full course list in
January Newsletter

23rd February

AGM
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Warm greetings to all our members! At the end of this challenging year
I want to thank each of you for your ongoing support and commitment to U3A
Port Fairy. Our community has shown enormous good-will as we have
adapted and responded to the health crisis and developed new ways of coming
together safely in a COVID environment.
We began 2020 with an expanded and exciting program that reflected our
Course leaders’ enthusiasm, preparation and knowledge. Then, in late March,
with grave concerns about the impact of the pandemic, the Committee made
the tough decision to suspend all face to face classes. A few days later
Victoria was in lock-down in response to the COVID pandemic. Throughout
the long months of social isolation and dislocation I have found it inspiring
that our U3A community has continued to interact, to support each other, and
to share learning experiences.
Many of us have now become familiar with zoom as a mode of
communication. With mentoring and support, zoom has enabled the Committee of Management to meet
regularly, Steve Mackey’s Philosophy course to continue, online Tai Chi classes to be held, and social
zoom sessions to be run. Other modes of communication have offered us opportunities to learn, laugh and
connect with each other from our homes, our gardens or on our daily walks. The vibrant and beautifully
designed Newsletters, produced each month by Maggie Currie and Maureen Joyce, have, in the words of a
U3A member kept us all informed and in touch during this testing time, even inducting us into the
mysteries of cryptic crosswords with original clues relevant to our community! (Thank you Tim and
Carolyn!) Our Course leaders have been generous and flexible, adapting to challenging and evolving
circumstances, communicating with their course participants in a range of innovative ways, suggesting
online resources, creative tasks including virtual gallery tours, concerts and literary podcasts, current
affairs articles and self-paced activities. John Miller and his team of science buffs have spent the past
8 months producing a marvellous series of guided walks and information guides about the natural
environment and making citizen scientists of most of us! And there are so many more people I could
mention for their valuable contributions this year.
In this final Newsletter of 2020 I want to sincerely thank each member of the Committee of Management
for their energy, wisdom and commitment to U3A Port Fairy this year. I believe we are an excellent team
and we have worked very hard together to address some complex and difficult challenges in the interests
of our members. Committee members take on many different tasks to ensure U3A Port Fairy is well
managed, that we communicate with members in a range of ways, respond to developments in Moyne
Shire, in the south-west region and in U3A Network Victoria. We have spent many hours participating in
online forums, being informed about safety issues and policy developments in response to the pandemic,
and in building productive relationships with our partner organisations.
The Committee has undertaken intensive planning work and an exciting program suitable for a COVIDsafe
environment has been developed. Our approach will continue to be cautious and responsible, focused on
the safety and well-being of our members, and ready to adapt to changing circumstances. Semester One
will begin with face to face classes in small groups in the well-ventilated Outdoor Classroom and in the
garden of PFCH. There will also be small group field trips. For those who prefer to participate from their
own homes we are offering courses via zoom. We will monitor the public health advice and hope that later
in 2021 we will be able to move safely to larger classes for courses, lectures and presentations.
I hope that you enjoy time with family and friends now that restrictions have eased and there is a sense of
optimism in Victoria. We look forward to welcoming you back to U3A Port Fairy in 2021!
Dr Kate Donelan , President U3A Port Fairy

NEWS AND EVENTS
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SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATIONS
Last week we were thrilled to learn that we were successful in two grant applications.
Funding from Volunteering Victoria will assist us to resume classes in a COVID safe
way in the New Year. The grant will provide new outdoor furniture and will
also support social and information events that will bring members together
again, including our Christmas morning tea and the Open Day in January.
We also received Partnership funding from The Port
Fairy and District Community Bank that will be used to
print and distribute information brochures about U3A and
our 2021 program. These will be mailed out to households
in Port Fairy and in small rural communities in the region,
raising awareness of U3A and hopefully diversifying our
membership.
We are very appreciative of this sponsorship!

From the Moyne Shire Council
Community Engagement Policy – please have your say
The new Moyne Shire Community Engagement Policy outlines how Council will engage
the community in strategic planning and decision making, including the long-term
community vision, the council plan and budget and include elements now required by the
Local Government Act, including highlighting opportunities for deliberative engagement. It describes
how, when and why Moyne Shire will engage, the role and importance of community and stakeholders,
and how they will measure engagement performance and provide feedback.
The main Policy document and a Policy summary are available on their website—
https://www.moyne.vic.gov.au/Your-Say/Community-Engagement-Policy and you can complete the online survey here https://www.moyne.vic.gov.au/Your-Say/Community-Engagement-Policy/Engagement-Policy-survey

The submission period will close on the 18th December and the policy will go up to Council’s 2 February
2021 meeting for consideration for adoption.
We encourage you to take this opportunity to have your say about our community.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS BY SEASIDE SINGERS
Look out for the Seaside Singers on
Sunday 13th December—from 5.30 pm
Starting at the hospital and carolling their way through the town

NEWS AND EVENTS
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These are our courses and activities proposed for Semester 1, 2021
A Course Information Booklet will be available on our website, and emailed to members in January

U3A PORT FAIRY Courses — Semester 1 2021
Our familiar courses along with some reimagined, and totally new!
Best of the Best—Aus Lit
Bridge for Beginners
Classic Literature
Cryptic Crosswords
Ecology of . . . (Field Trips)
Enquiring into Astrology
Essays and Ideas

Fascinating 20th Century Women
First Tuesday Bookgroup
First Nations (First Australians)
Gallery Visits
History of Port Fairy
Mah Jong
Plein Air Art Group

Stargazing: The Night Sky
Storytelling: We are the Stories
Tai Chi for Health
Walk, Talk and Gawk (Birdwatching)
Wars of the Roses
Wandering the World
Zoom Cooking

Small Interest Groups (SIGS): Small Discussion Groups—by Zoom or face-to-face
Literature & the Arts:

Reading Shakespeare
SBS Movies
Music of the 60s or 70s or musicals
Writing Group
Memoirs of remarkable people
Short Stores—Helen Garner

Natural History & Life Sciences:

The Hidden Life of Trees
The Bird Way
What is Life?
Ikigai: Joy & Meaning in Everyday Life

Sport & Recreational Activities:
French Cricket
Coffee mornings with a walk
Bush Walking
Zumba or other dancing
Puzzles and Games
Mindfulness and Meditation
Basket weaving
Patchwork/Quilting
Textile Group

History:

Writing memoirs
Human Race over 10 centuries
Guide: Medieval England
Guide: Elizabethan England

Other …

Family History Group
Contemporary Issues
Religions of the World
Brain Gym
Conversational language, incl Auslan

NOTE: All courses offered are subject to Covid19 regulations, enrolment numbers and available resources.
Not all courses will commence from 8 February—some will start in March and April.
Dates, times, schedule and course outlines will be available in January prior to Enrolment Day.

2021 OPEN DAY FOR ENROLMENT & INFORMATION
10.00—12.30 Thursday 28th January
At Port Fairy Community House, Railway Place
We will also be available for enrolment and enquiries 10.00—12.30 Monday 1st February

What is the difference between the original Courses and the Small interest Groups?
The SIGs are a discussion group, not a lecture session. All participants bring information to the group.
They could be a group discussing a particular contemporary topic, reading through books on Natural History,
World History, short stories etc. outdoor activities or arts and crafts.

Starting off a Small Interest Group?
A few members have already put their names up to co-ordinate a group. So if you are interested in
co-ordinating/leading ANY of these, or any other small interest group, we want to hear from you.
Please consider stepping forward for these small but significant roles to help U3A Port Fairy continue
to play an important part in our community in 2021 and beyond.
Call Maggie, Sue or Kate to discuss starting up a Small Interest Group and we look forward to hearing
from you soon.
Sue Goy : 0438 217 260

Maggie Currie :0419 290 232

Kate Donelan:0404 180 687

THANKS & LAST LAUGHS
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That’s it Rudolph … a little to your left and
then we got it!

Dear Members,
We have very much enjoyed preparing this newsletter throughout 2020, and especially receiving input from
course leaders, COM and members to make this an interesting and relevant publication. Yes, it has been
stressful at times, dealing with deadlines, technology and late articles and operating remotely during the lockdown period. Kate has been a great support to us and an outstanding proofreader. Thank you to all those
who email or stop and tell us or others how good it is to have received this newsletter each month during the
lockdown. We look forward to 2021 with more activities in the community and shorter newsletters.
Best wishes to all U3A Port Fairy members and their families for a safe and happy Christmas, New Year and
holiday period!

Maureen & Maggie

We had to take out the words “Merry” and “Prosperous”
We also wish a

HAPPY HANUKKAH
To all those celebrating this special festival

KEEP SAFE & WELL — we look forward to seeing or hearing from you in 2021
Email us at : u3aportfairy @gmail.com

2021 U3A PORT FAIRY Membership
As a member of U3A Port Fairy you are entitled to enrol in courses throughout the year. Your
membership fee covers the cost of courses. Small extra charges for materials and trips may
sometimes apply. Your 2021 membership fee also covers membership of Port Fairy Community
House.
Membership is per calendar year and must be renewed each year.

Membership Types
Type

Description

Fee *

Full

One person per year

$60.00

Associate

For members of other U3As enrolling in U3A Port Fairy course

$30.00

Special 2021

Special discount only for 2020 members enrolling 2021

$40.00

How to join or renew your membership
Joining or renewing by form
Download a PDF membership application form from our website .
The completed form can be:
• Emailed to u3aportfairy@gmail.com or
• Mailed to us at:
U3A PORT FAIRY, PO Box 136, Port Fairy VIC 3284

Payment methods
We accept payments:
• By cheque made out to U3A PORT FAIRY and mailed to:
U3A PORT FAIRY, PO Box 136, Port Fairy VIC 3284 or
• By EFT/bank deposit

Bank details for EFT/bank deposit:
Bank: Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063734
Account Number: 10095913
Account Name: U3A Port Fairy.
Reference: Please use your full name as reference

2021 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
I would like to apply/reapply for membership of U3A Port Fairy accepting that the information provided in
this form may be used by the Organisation, for the Organisation only, in accordance with State and
Commonwealth Privacy Legislation. I agree to be bound by the rules of the Organisation.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS

First name…………………………………………… Last name ………………………………………………….
Street Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal address……………………………………………………………….…….…. Postcode……………………
Phone (Home………………………………………… (Mobile) ………………………………………………..……
Email……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Age in Years:

45-50

51-55

56-60

61-65

66-70

71-75

76-80

81-85

86-90

90+

(Please circle)

Emergency contact (in case of accident or illness) .………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………….Phone ……….……………………………………………….…
Do you require special assistance or consideration to attend courses?……………………………………………………....
Do you have a skill/interest which you would like to share as a U3A course/activity? ……………………………………...
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……...

Please indicate how Payment is made :




By Cheque attached to form

By EFT/Bank Deposit to U3A PORT FAIRY, BSB: 063734 ACCOUNT: 10095913
clearly stating your full name and citing U3A in the subject line.

Signature…………………………………………………………………………………………. Date………………………………………………………………

This page is a requirement for co-membership of Port Fairy Community House –
included in your U3A PORT FAIRY Annual Membership Fee

CO-MEMBERSHIP --- 2021
U3A PORT FAIRY & PORT FAIRY COMMUNITY HOUSE (PGCG Inc)
In addition to being a member of U3A PORT FAIRY, I agree to become a member of the
Port Fairy Community Group Incorporated (Port Fairy Community House) and agree to be
bound by the Rules and Articles of Association, and authorise my name to be placed in
the Register of Members.
Member’s Signature _______________________________________ Date _______________________________
Member’s First name:________________________________ Last name:________________________________

Please tick this box if you DO NOT WISH to receive emails on Port Fairy Community House activities



PRIVACY DISCLAIMER
The collection of details is primarily to register you as a member of both U3A Port Fairy and Port Fairy Community House
(PFCG Inc). This information will be stored in the PFCG database. We collect personal information in order to maintain
contact with you, to invite you to our events and to provide you with information about programs and services. This
information is shared between PFCG and U3A Port Fairy only. We do not share your information with any external individual
or group without your written permission.

Internal use only

-- To be completed by U3A PORT FAIRY and PFCG Inc

As an authorised representative of the Port Fairy Community Group Inc., I hereby acknowledge and accept this membership
application. A signed copy of this application is available to the member of the Association on request.

Signature ____________________________________Date________________________________

ADMIN PFCG INC:
Receipt Number: _________ Date entered in QB: ____________ Initials - entered by: __________

