
Happy New Year !!         January 2021 

  Connect  Learn  Socialise 

OPEN DAY  
ENROLMENT & INFORMATION 

Semester  1  2021 

Thursday 28th January between 10.00 and 12.30 
Port Fairy Community House, Railway Place 

Also we will be available:  10.00—12.30pm Monday 1st Feb 

COME  AND  JOIN  US  FOR  2021 

Semester 1 begins 8th February 2021   

Over 30 courses and Small Interest Groups  

Art, Music, Literature, Writing, Exercise, Games, Crafts,  
Natural History, Local History, Life Sciences, Philosophy, 
Travel and more.    

Lectures and special events —both Zoom and Face-to-face 

Class groups will be kept small for COVID safety.          

There will be a ballot system for popular  courses.  

$60 Annual Membership Fee   
*Special discount fee of $40 for 2020 members rejoining 

Talk to Course Leaders 

Sign  up  for  classes 

Pay  Membership 
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Happy New Year to all our U3A Port Fairy members!  

Semester One 2021 Program 

We have put together a wide-ranging and exciting program for Semester 1 and we are     
delighted to be launching the Course Information document with this Newsletter.  In 2021 
we will be offering some familiar courses, some reimagined courses and many that are   
totally new: more than 30 Courses, Special Interest Groups and Outdoor activities. The  
program ranges across the Arts, History, Literature, Writing, Current Affairs, Science, 
Games, Crafts, Life Sciences, Philosophy, Travel and more. There will also be Lectures 
and special events via Zoom and Face-to-face.  

As we continue to live with the risks of COVID-19 in 2021, we have been mindful of    
making courses and activities as accessible and safe as possible for all members.  Planning 
for 2021 has been a collaborative effort as we have adapted the types of courses we can 
offer and the ways we participate in activities to conform with COVID safety protocols.  

Our program in Semester One will occur in three modes:   

• Face to face (F2F) Courses and Special Interest Groups conducted in small 
groups in well-ventilated classrooms or outside (weather permitting);  

• Field trips, excursions and outdoor activities;  

• By Zoom from the home computer, tablet or mobile device.  

Each session has been allotted 1.5 hours to allow sufficient time for COVID safety        
procedures to be followed. For F2F Courses and Special Interest Groups the Coordinator 
will make sure that the room is set up appropriately to ensure social distancing.              
Participants will need to wear masks, register when they arrive, sanitise hands and     
maintain social distancing throughout the class and when leaving the session. We         
recognise that these necessary measures will take extra time but we are committed to     
everyone’s safety and well-being. 

Enrolment numbers in F2F courses will be determined  by COVID safety policy and the 
density limits for the rooms we are using. Because of restrictions on the size of groups 
there are likely to be waiting lists for some courses. Some may be repeated in Semester 
Two or the following year. A few of our popular courses eg Great Composers will be    
resuming in 2nd Semester when larger groups may be possible.   

I would like to sincerely thank all the members who have discussed their ideas with us, 
developed new courses and special interest groups, and volunteered to lead and coordinate 
activities. Your initiatives have allowed us to start 2021 with a comprehensive and        
enticing program after our dislocated year in 2020.   The good will of our members and 
the dedicated work of the Committee demonstrates what a strong and vibrant community 
we are! 

Raising community awareness of U3A Port Fairy 

With the generous financial support of the Community Bank of Port Fairy & District we 
are printing thousands of information flyers that will be mailed to all households in Port 
Fairy and across our region.  Our aim is to increase awareness of U3A Port Fairy within 
our wider community and hopefully to diversify our membership.    

Word of mouth is an important way to let people know about U3A and what it offers    
retired and semi-retired members of the community.  I would be grateful if you would 
share your experiences of U3A Port Fairy with friends, family and neighbours. Encourage 
them to look at the website for information about joining U3A and the wide range of 
courses and activities we are offering in 2021.  In addition there will be posters around the 
town providing information about Open Day when further enrolment and course            
information will be available from our course leaders and coordinators. I look forward to 
seeing you and many new members at Open Day on the morning of 28 January. 

2021 promises to be a wonderful year of learning, connecting, stimulating conversations, 
new experiences and friendship for U3A Port Fairy members! 

Dr Kate Donelan 
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Vale Morgan McAlinden 
The U3A community will be saddened to hear that our friend and colleague 
Morgan McAlinden died unexpectedly but peacefully two days after         
Christmas on December 27th. 

 

Morgan was a founding member of U3A Port Fairy. He contributed in many 
ways to U3A’s formation, growth, program and activities, serving on the       
Committee of Management for its first two years  As well as being an active 
member of U3A Morgan was involved with many other local groups, giving   
him a deep knowledge of this community.  His experience of governance and 
his skills in financial management were invaluable to the work of the          
Committee of Management, as was his capacity to analyse complex issues    
and make strategic decisions.  

U3A members would have met Morgan at U3A lectures and social             
events, greeting people as they arrived, serving refreshments, 
setting up the chairs and cleaning up at the end. He was always 
cheerful, willing to help, friendly to everyone and interested in    
people’s ideas and responses.  

I will miss his sharp mind, independent views and wise counsel as    
a U3A Committee member as well as his warmth, his wicked sense 
of humour, his Irish jokes, and his kindness. He was a dear friend    
to many of us. 

 

On behalf of the U3A Committee of Management and members          
I would like to express our sincere sympathy to Morgan’s family     
and friends.  

 

Kate Donelan 
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Morgan as part of the new U3A committee at the 

launch of U3A Port Fairy October 2018 

 

Celebrating with other members of the            

Committee of Management after our first year of 

U3A Courses and activities at the end of 2019.  

Is Morgan reading the form 

guide in the front row?   

A clean up after the first Open Day in 2019 

Kate (pre-Covid) hugs   
Morgan and thanks him for 
his contribution as he steps 

down from the COM in  
Feb 2020 



 

U3A  Christmas Party in the Park. 

 

Our Christmas Party morning tea in December was to celebrate the end of 2020 and also 
to finally be able to meet in public and mingle with fellow U3A friends before    Christ-
mas and the holiday season was fully upon us. 

In spite of overcast conditions and chances of rain forecasted, we 
had a good turn out of about 70 people.  

There were lucky “door” prizes and  also prizes  for the winners of  
The Spring 2020 Great Port Fairy Bird Challenge.  

John Miller was awarded the Nobull Prize from the Science Group 

with an Oscar  

designed and crafted by Clare Atkins. 

 

The coffee van was a great hit and free coffee was available thanks to a grant we               
received from Volunteering Victoria to support events bringing members together after 
some of our more harsh restrictions during lockdown.  
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Odd Fellows by Richard Walter 

 
Richard Walter has recently published a delightful book of poems . 

Even if you don’t usually read poetry, you are sure to enjoy this 
book.  Richard’s artistic eye and observations on nature and life    
capture many scenes and moods of the Victorian South West. 

Some of Richard’s linocuts and sketches are peppered through the 
book.  

Available at our local book shops. 

In the book’s foreward, Richard kindly acknowledged U3A Port 
Fairy... 

“The advent of the Port Fairy branch of U3A in the last two years has, 
amongst its many achievements, fostered a small group of poetry              
enthusiasts who met and read fortnightly, wrote occasionally and gave 
generous encouragement. “ 

SPRING 

Red Wattlebird head 

Bobbing around banksia bloom, 

Nectar in spring fling 
       RD Walter 

___________________________________________________ 

 

On other matters of Nature … and the 
Heart . . .  
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Duck love 

Many U3A walkers have been            

following the touch and go romance 

of the star crossed lovers in our      

Wetlands. 

While many people (and ducks) thought it would 

never last, it appears that their love is strong and  

true. 



 

2021  Dates to remember  

NOW! Membership in U3A Port Fairy  now open                             
Membership Application Form included with this email—
Special discount $40 for 2020 members renewing  

Thursday 28th January Open Day — Come between 10am and 12.30 pm 

Friday 29th January Online enrolments available from this date — email your  
request. 

Monday 1st February Not able to attend Open Day?  
We will also be available at the Community  House between 
10am and 12.30pm on this day. 

Monday 8th February Courses Commence from this week —full course details and 
including start dates in Course Information Booklet 

Tuesday 23rd February Annual General Meeting 

COVIDSafe Summer               6 

Reduce your risk of  
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Wash your 

hands often 

BE COVIDSAFE:  Any symptoms — Get Tested and STAY HOME until you receive your results and advice  

We hope you had an enjoyable summer holiday time — here is some holiday humour 

See you at Open Day or at one of the U3A classes or events! 


