
       February/ March 2021 

  Connect  Learn  Socialise 

OPEN DAY  - Semester  1  2021 
Thanks to all the new and returning members for signing up for  

U3A Port Fairy 2021. Our membership is over 170 and growing.  

And thanks to all our amazing Course Leaders who have provided us with   

over 30 diverse courses with face to face, zoom, excursions and outdoor activities. 
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President’s Report—February/March 2021 

Dr Kate Donelan 

 

Semester One is launched 

After an enthusiastic response to our Open Day and enrolment sessions the           
Semester has begun successfully with an exciting array of courses and activities. 
Many of the face-to-face courses are now full as numbers are limited by the      
available space and our COVID-safety policy. We are delighted with the positive 
response to the new small interest groups that cover a wide range of subjects — 
from Family History to Bush Walking to Puzzles and Games to the Hidden Life of 
Trees —and many more!  

 

Sincere thanks to all those who have volunteered to coordinate, develop and lead 
new and ongoing courses and outdoor activities.  We welcome all new course    
leaders into the role this Semester —a heartening sign that the volunteering spirit   
of U3A Port Fairy is working well.  Alongside those taking on new course           
responsibilities we are grateful to those who are mentoring and supporting them. 

 

At the start of this Semester 1 want to acknowledge the wonderful work of        
Committee members who have been responsible for administering enrolments,    
assembling the program of more than 30 courses and organising the timetable and 
venues for classes. With our membership numbers growing and the program       
expanding, as well as managing COVID-safety protocols, the work-load has        
increased in scale and complexity. Each of the eight members of the Committee of 
Management are also leading courses this semester which reflects their commitment 
to U3A Port Fairy and their passion for learning! 

 

Zoom courses  

As the uncertainty of COVID-19 continues in 2021, U3As throughout Victoria are 
offering online courses to provide access for members unable to attend face-to-face 
classes and to ensure continuity of the program if there is another lock-down. 

We are trialling three zoom-based courses in Semester 1 and although enrolments 
have been a little slow, (and there are still places available), each course now has a 
viable number of participants.  

 

We are interested in people’s experiences of these zoom courses as we wish to     
improve and possibly expand our online delivery options.  It is important that we 
cater for members who have difficulties in attending courses in person because of 
illness, disability or other commitments. We need to be ‘zoom ready’ if the         
pandemic requires us to move to online delivery during the year ahead. So far    
feedback from participants in our zoom courses has been positive; they have       
enjoyed the experience of the presentations, discussions and interactions (often 
more than they anticipated) and have appreciated the convenience of participating 
and learning without leaving the house!   They have also managed to increase their 
skills in using zoom to communicate with others. 

 

I do hope you enjoy the courses and interest groups, as well as the opportunities to 
make new friends, expand your knowledge, share ideas and be stimulated and enriched as you participate in 
U3A Port Fairy activities this Semester! 

 

President’s Report continued on next page….. 
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President’s Report Continued... 

 

AGM - a partnership with Blarney Books and Art 

On 23 February about 40 members gathered in the inviting space of  
Blarney Books and Art for our 2020 Annual General Meeting. A formal 
motion that U3A Port Fairy becomes incorporated was passed          
unanimously by the members in attendance. This marks a significant 
milestone for U3A Port Fairy as we move from an organisation auspiced 
by Port Fairy Community House to a legal entity in our own right.   

 

The AGM was followed by an engaging presentation by Jo Canham who 
shared the story of Blarney Books and her evolving vision for the place 
as a cultural hub for Port Fairy.  I was delighted with the attendance and 
with the positive spirit evident during the meeting and afterwards as we 
celebrated the start of the year together in the enticing exhibition space.  

We thank Jo and Dean for hosting the event which was greatly enjoyed 
by members and invited guests, including Councillor Karen Foster. 

 

Committee of Management  and other volunteer roles 

All members of the Committee of Management from 2020 nominated again for their 
positions for 2021. This provides stability and continuity after the challenges of the 
past year.  It is important, however, that the Committee is regularly renewed so I ask 
you to consider nominating for the COM if you believe you have the skills,              
experience and interest in this area of U3A Port Fairy’s operations. Currently we 
have two positions available for ‘Ordinary members’ on the Committee of           
Management for 2021.  

 

The Committee of Management (COM) has responsibility for a range of different    
areas: governance,  liaison with U3A Network and community partnerships, finance 
and risk, data security, marketing and communications, course and program           
development, membership management and support, social activities and special 
events as well as strategic planning for U3A's future. As a member of the COM you 
would need to prepare for and attend monthly meetings and also serve on a subcommittee. It is valuable to 
have committee members with a range of backgrounds, skills and experiences who contribute to our decisions 
and activities. We also draw on the expertise of members to advise and assist the work of our subcommittees 
from time to time.  

 

Apart from being a COM member or assisting a subcommittee there are other important tasks that contribute  
to the operations of U3A Port Fairy. You may wish to join the group of volunteers who we call on when extra 
clerical, administrative and marketing assistance is required. For special events we need volunteers to help     
set up the space, to greet people, to check lists and give out handouts. We also need members to help with 
COVID-safe catering and distribution of posters and handouts around town.  

 

Please talk to me or other members of the COM about any of these roles in the organisation.  I encourage you 
to consider getting involved and supporting U3A Port Fairy during the year ahead.  

 

Kate Donelan 

President U3A Port Fairy 

 



 

WHO’S WHO—THE AGM AT BLARNEY BOOKS 
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Membership Officer Report 
26/02/21 

After a fantastic Open Day late in January 2021 and the very many    

people who chose to renew their memberships either at the end of 2020 

or at the beginning of 2021 U3A Port Fairy currently has 169 members.  

This is a great start to 2021 when we consider the year we had in 2020. 

When U3A Port Fairy went into recess in March 2020 we had 173  

members.  It looks as if we will surpass this number in 2021.  

 

Facts about our current membership are: - 

There are 131 (78%) members from 2020 who have already renewed 

their memberships for 2021. 

There are 38 (22%) new members to U3A Port Fairy for 2021. 

Of our 169 members 117 (69%) members are women and 52 (31%) members are men. 

Age breakdown is as follows 

 

 

What an incredibly positive start to 2021! 

Jill Burgoyne 

Age Numbers (percentage) 

<60   10 (6%) 

60-69   68 (40%) 

70-79   76 (45%) 

80-89     8 (5%) 

Age not stated     7 (4%) 

Total 169 (100%) 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE :   
www.u3aportfairy.com  

You can  . . . 

• Download our ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020 

• Find copies of our Newsletters 

• Use the How To page to help you use online  systems 

• See Links for  some course  materials  — like Steve’s           

Enquiring into Astrology course,  the Online Gallery Visits, and 

the Science Naturally walks and information from 2020 

• View photos on Media & Photos including the Science Naturally 

Gallery of members photos of local wildlife and birds 

• Keep up to date with U3A information 

 

https://u3aportfairy.com
https://u3aportfairy.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/u3a-port-fairy-annual-report-2020.pdf
https://u3aportfairy.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/u3a-port-fairy-annual-report-2020.pdf
https://u3aportfairy.com/newsletters/
https://u3aportfairy.com/how-to/
https://u3aportfairy.com/courses/
https://u3aportfairy.com/media-photos/
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BE ZOOM READY 

Our classes are up and running and we are re-engaging with our U3A                   

Community. 

However we know that Covid 19 is still around.  

Should another Covid outbreak appear in Victoria, we could be looking at a period of lockdown. 

If a lockdown does occur, we would like as many courses as possible to temporarily switch over to 

zoom. This will allow the courses to continue and keep members engaged in U3A activities. 

We ask the class leaders to be ready and willing to run a zoom class for this emergency.  We would 

also like members to have a go using zoom. 

It may never happen – but like the Scouts – Be Prepared! 

Steve Mackey Writes—Why I Zoom 
We have Friday morning ‘visits’ of up to four hours with the 
grandkids in Texas and monthly hour-long chats with other 
relatives overseas. 
 
My former 06.09, returning 20.53 train journeys are no long-
er necessary to join seminars with like-minded Swinburne 
Uni friends.  
 
When Mickey Bourke's Pub in Koroit was out of bounds,  
Lorraine and I and our six other regular dining companions 
continued to raise a glass virtually. 
 
When my eleven remaining U3A philosophy classes        
transferred to Zoom last year we had a better average turn up 
than the same course had at Community House the previous year. 
 
My Reading Shakespeare special interest group meeting on 16th February and was able to revert to a 
one-off Zoom when the 5-day lockdown happened. 
 
And here is one of my secret satisfactions with this system:  …after getting through the inevitable one or 

two mix ups I am now able to laugh at world leaders and others when they are seen to make the same 

mistakes on TV. 

Steve Mackay 

Here’s another Zoomer 

Tim Doeg gave the first Wandering the World presentation 

for this year.   

We received excellent feedback on this presentation, with 

fantastic photos.  



Reduce your risk of  
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

BE COVIDSAFE:  Any symptoms — Get Tested and STAY HOME until you receive your results and advice  

 

Current Affairs 
It was great to see 12 of the 13 participants in our initial discussion on     
Monday 22nd February which centered on dogs and vaccinations for        
Covid-19.    
 
Our next session on 22nd March will be the first of a comprehensive discussion on Covid, the past 12 months 
and where the world goes from here.    
 
International, national and local aspects will be included and I’m sure the topic will have a number of           
dimensions and be an ongoing part of our discussions during the year. 

  

Janet Addinsall 

Essays and Ideas 
 

Essays and Ideas started well with 2 homegrown essays with  Helen Garner from 
the Lock Down Diaries  and Richard Flanagan on the vexing question of      
Australia Day.  

A wide selection of essays are lined up for this semester .  

We are happy to be back to “normal”! 

Essays are on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. 

 

Maggie  Currie 

 

Hidden Life of Trees 
 

Oh— the joy of being in a room full of tree lovers.   

As a Small Interest Group we are reading through The Hidden Life Trees by Peter    
Wohlleben  and we are also looking at the work of Professor Suzanne Simard  from 
University of Columbia. She has shown how trees use a network of soil fungi to        
communicate their needs and aid neighbouring plants.  Now she is warning that threats 
like clear cutting and climate change could disrupt these critical networks.   

  

Maggie Currie 
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READING SHAKESPEARE 
The Reading Shakespeare special interest group was off to an especially interesting start on  
February 16 during the snap 5-day lockdown. We reverted to Zoom for just that     
performance. The curtain now goes up at Community House as below. 

Steve Mackey 

 

 

 

 

 

WANDERING THE WORLD 

Participants embarked on their first virtual journey for 2021 in    
February.  

Tim Doeg took us to Spain, Netherlands, the town of Portaferry in 
Ireland and Norway where the journey ended with a spectacular   
finale — a stunning display of the Northern Lights.  It's definitely 

on my list of travel adventures.   

You'll be pleased to know that the Zoom technology ensured that the travellers 
and their guide completed their journey without a hitch!   

The next wandering will be to Gujarat with Ganga Powell on 16th April at 
1.00pm.   

There'll be space in our Zoom room for you if you'd like to join us, please     
contact me. 

 

Jo Levey — 0459031940 

Present political tensions involving China, the USA and little old Australia came up 
in an intense discussion of Julius Caesar at the March 2 Session of Reading     
Shakespeare. The Timetable has been rejigged to.. 
 
February 16        Steve                    Winter’s Tale 
March 2               Roger                    Julius Caesar 
April 6                  Mike                      Early writings  
April 20                Gianna                  Romeo & Juliet/Sonnets 
May 4         Heather               Sonnets 
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ENQUIRING INTO ASTROLOGY 
 Enquiring into Astrology, also mid lockdown, was unaffected. It is a   
permanent Zoom course. See https://sites.google.com/view/philosophy
-u3a-port-fairy/home for details.  

Guess the star sign of the leader. 

Steve Mackey 

Portaferry  Ireland 

https://sites.google.com/view/philosophy-u3a-port-fairy/home
https://sites.google.com/view/philosophy-u3a-port-fairy/home


 

Textiles 
The felting part of the Textiles course finally began last       
Monday afternoon in the Outside Classroom. The session       
involved an introduction to the style of Wet Felting where a 
first sample piece was completed with a second task being   
taken home for completion.  
 
The feedback has been very positive with class members      
looking forward to the next session where a simple Nuno      
technique of felting will be the focus. 
  
Sue Knudsen  
 

Best of the Best - Australian Literature 
We began on 12 February with a small but keen group of participants who bravely agreed to try this zoom-
based monthly course.  

In the first session we discussed Australian writers’ responses to 2020 - the year of ‘Fire, Flood and Plague’, 
looking at short pieces by novelists Kim Scott, Delia Falconer, James Bradley and Christos Tsiolkas and    
poet Maxine Beneba Clark.  

The conversation was lively and engaging, stimulated by these stories of grief, 
loss, change and adaptation and the social and cultural impact of living through the       
extraordinary events of 2020.   

In March we will explore the depiction of girls in colonial Australia through Ethel 
Turner’s classic novel for children, Seven Little Australians and Henry Handel 
Richardson’s autobiographical novel, The Getting of Wisdom.  

There are still places in this course and it is not too late to enrol if you are          
interested in discussing some ‘classic’ novels and memoirs and what they reveal 
about Australian life, past and present.  

If you need assistance with using zoom we can assist you. 

Kate Donelan  — 0404180687 

Writing Group 
This monthly course is one of the new special interest groups, starting on Thursday 4 March.  

At the first session members of the group will discuss their writing experiences and their aims for the course.  
We will decide how the group runs and whether there are writing tasks between 
sessions.   

Some members may be experienced writers and others may want to start a       
writing project or learn how to write better or in a different way.  

My intention is that the Writing Group runs as a support group for each member 
and that everyone enjoys the writing that is undertaken during the Semester.  

Kate Donelan 
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 The First Australians 
 

The First Australians course has been very popular and 
we are conducting duplicate classes on the same day to 
accommodate the numbers.  Having the Yacht Club as a 
venue has allowed us to meet face to face, which every-
one appreciates for this discussion course. Thanks to 
Sue Goy and the Committee for facilitating this. 

Our first session last week was a “getting to know you” 
exercise, with participants explaining their reasons for 
enrolling in the course, expectations, and first hand    
experience of Indigenous community and culture.  

The over-riding sentiment expressed was to learn more 
about the subject, and given the broad range of terrific 
people enrolled in the group, some entertaining learning 
and lively discussion is expected. 

 

Ted Donelan     

Bridge for Beginners 
 

This course is designed for beginners who wish to learn 
the game. 

 

Robin facilitates and is an experienced bridge player.  

 

Robin Southey  

 

The Family History Group  
 

Will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the Month 11:30am - 1:00pm (face-to-face)  
at Port Fairy Community House beginning Tuesday March 9th.  

The aim of the course will be to resource, support and share information with one another. As each person 
will be on their own individual journey the Course also aims to be suitable for both beginners to the more 
experienced.  

12 people are enrolled.  

Rhonda Allardice    
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Helen Garner Stories – The Collected Short Fiction    
The first meeting of our small interest discussion group was held on 18th  

February where we discussed the Helen Garner short story titled A Happy 

Story which took us back to Melbourne in 1983.  At our next meeting on 

18thMarch we will discuss Postcards from Surfers. We have a perfect sized 

small group of people, some of whom are Helen Garner devotees and others 

who are new to her work —a great mix! 

 

For those of you who are not familiar with Helen Garner’s work the         

following is an extract from The Australia Council Award for Lifetime 

achievement in Literature 

Helen Garner is one of Australia’s most cherished writers. She is known 
and admired for her fearless honesty in both her fiction and non-fiction. 
In 2006 she received the inaugural Melbourne Prize for Literature, and 
in 2016 she won the prestigious Windham–Campbell Prize for non-
fiction. Her novels include Monkey Grip, The Children’s Bach, Cosmo  
Cosmolino and    The Spare Room. 

 

Jill Burgoyne 

 

Plein Air Art Group 
 

Seven people turned up on the first afternoon of autumn.  

We met in Rotary Park off Griffiths Street in front of the 

small marina. Yachts, residences, trees, water and sky   

being our inspiration.  Everyone was appropriately rugged 

up for the Port Fairy weather and enjoyed sharing and    

discussing our creations.  

 

We will continue to meet on location — so plenty of room if others wish to join the group, please          

contact me.      

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS                                              11 

 

Maureen Joyce — 0418210011 



 

Walking and Coffee Group      

  

The Walk and Coffee Group meet every Monday at 9am at the Community 
House and it is a great way to start the week.  

Our walk has been taking us through Southcombe Park to The Passage, where 
we stop and admire the view, we continue onto the wharf and then back to 
town for coffee and  to continue our chat.  

If anyone wishes to join us on a Monday morning, you are most welcome — 
just  contact me.  

 

Mary Kerr  — 0428432896. 

Ecology of south West Victoria 

The Ecology of South West Victoria program got off 

to a flying start in the lovely moist 30m tall Manna 

Gum forests of Timboon.  

The weather was warm and humid which only added to 

the enjoyment. We measured the trees, we identified 

some of the shrubs, we looked at the rocks and worked 

out the pH of the soils, we saw the difference between 

mosses and liverworts and saw the results of a Grey 

Goshawk meal. All round a pretty good day. 

Next, we are off to discover the secrets of the St Helens 

woodlands. 

 

Mutton Birds are go... 

A balmy Friday evening, no wind, a full moon, a puffer 

jacket or two . . . what better time to be out and about in 
Port Fairy?  

Philip gave us the rundown on the history and all the   

comings and goings of our precious Griffiths Island     
Mutton Birds in the rotunda and then took us out onto the 
island to watch in awe as these spectacular birds silently 

wheeled in from the Southern Ocean with a crop full of 
food for their chicks.  

 

John Miller 
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Mike explaining the geological history of the 

Timboon forest site  

Thank you, Philip, for a wonderful evening. 



 

Mindfulness and Meditation  
 

This is another small interest group which uses  Mark Williams and Danny       
Penman’s book  - Mindfulness: a practical guide to Finding Peace in a Frantic 
World.  

The group runs for 10 weekly sessions and follows the 8-week Mindfulness 
Course outlined in the book. 

 

Maureen Joyce 

Gallery Tours  — Online 2021 
Our on line Gallery Tours continue monthly via email and weblinks to short videos.    

This month we are indulging our interest in Scotland and Colour with this first online gallery visit.  

We visit the National Gallery of Scotland and learn about The Scottish Colourists and The Glasgow 
Girls.   

Our online visits are on the website linked on the Courses Page:  https://u3aportfairy.com/courses/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Maggie & Maureen  
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Bushwalking 
The U3A Bushwalking group enjoyed their inaugural walk at Tower Hill. Contact Sue if you wish 
to join this group. 

 

Sue Goy — 0438217260 

 

 

https://u3aportfairy.com/courses/


 

SEEKING PERSONS  INTERESTED IN THE   
FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES 
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LOCAL RIDERS 

John Walker has been riding motorcycles for many years 
and is a member of the local Warrnambool & District     
Motorcycle Club.  He is looking for any local Port Fairy 
riders who would be interested in meeting for weekly or 
occasional shorter rides and coffee.  

It would be great to have a Small Interest Group of U3A 
Port Fairy motorcyclists! 

If you are interested, please contact John on 0408 162 811 

 

CHESS PLAYERS 

Sue Barnes is the Course Leader for Games and Puzzles.  

We are looking for one or more chess players who would 
like to play on a regular basis – weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly.  This is a breakout from the Puzzles & Games 
group, for anyone with a special interest in chess. 

If you are interested please phone Sue on 0400 225 159 
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Grimwade 
Conservation 
Services 

Your input is welcome 

Our next newsletter will be         
April/May sent out early May. 

We appreciate any suggestions or 
comments to keep our newsletter    
interesting and relevant to our     
members. 

Email Maggie and Maureen via 
u3aportfairy@gmail.com 


