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Dear U3A Members and Friends
I am pleased and relieved that we have been able to complete our Semester One program with little or no
disruptions. The U3A Port Fairy motto is Connect, Learn and Socialise and, in spite of the constraints of living
with COVID-19, we have successfully adapted our model so that members can participate in stimulating courses
and activities in socially interactive groups, and build friendships while learning together. A number of U3As in
Melbourne were unable to access their council owned premises during parts of first Semester and we have been
fortunate indeed to be based at Port Fairy Community House with virtually uninterrupted access to rooms for
classes during the restrictions. The Committee is delighted that members embraced the COVID-safe program,
understanding the need to limit participant numbers for face-to face courses, and enrolling with enthusiasm in a
range of small interest groups as well as activities in outside venues and field trips. I have loved hearing about the
small groups that have met in coffee shops immediately after class and those who have gathered in living-rooms
to continue to share ideas and life experiences.
A sincere thanks to all Course Coordinators for your energy and commitment in leading our diverse range
of offerings this Semester. Your fine work has been central to the quality of the program we have been able to
provide in 2021. The courses run via zoom have also worked well, although with smaller numbers than
anticipated and we thank those who have participated in this mode of learning. I hope all members are enjoying
the Semester break in July and that we will meet many of you in early August when our Semester 2 program
begins.
U3A Network Victoria, our peak body reports that over 40 % of U3A’s reduced their membership numbers
during 2020 and two U3As have closed. We are encouraged by our increase in membership since 2020 and
feedback to the committee shows how important it was to stay connected with our U3A community during the
lock-down last year. Recently Port Fairy was chosen as a case study for a state-wide U3A Marketing forum and
Maggie Currie did a zoom presentation on the strategies we used in 2020/1 to raise awareness of U3A,
communicate with our membership, provide stimulating covid-safe activities, promote social connectedness and
reduce isolation during this challenging time.
This Newsletter pays tribute to two of our founding members: Steve Mackey and Maureen Joyce who have
contributed so much to our U3A community and to the quality and uniqueness of our program since we
began.
The Committee was shocked and deeply saddened to hear of the death of Steve Mackey on Saturday 26 June.
Maureen and Maggie have written below about Steve’s important contribution to U3A Port Fairy. I first met
Steve when he approached us in 2018 to ask if we’d be interested in a philosophy course he would create and
lead for our new U3A. I was immediately impressed with his ideas and knowledge and his enthusiasm for the
discipline of philosophy. He constructed his first course: Western Philosophy: Ancient Roots and Modern
Thoughts and it ran for 29 sessions with a keen group of participants. Steve was a highly respected and dedicated
course leader whose input continued this year with two more innovative courses in 1 st semester. He was excited
about his plans for a new course for 2022. I always enjoyed talking to Steve who seemed motivated by exploring
big and challenging ideas, pushing conceptual boundaries, making new connections and investigating diverse
philosophical positions in the company of others. His approach inspired us to read new texts, discuss and reflect
deeply, and think in different ways. His legacy remains at the heart of our learning community.
Steve’s wife, Lorraine is now a valued member of our Committee of Management. On behalf of U3A Port Fairy I
extend our condolences to her and the family for the loss of their beloved Steve.

Maureen Joyce, who has been a founding committee member of U3A Port Fairy from its beginnings in 2018, has
now moved to Adelaide with her partner John Walker. John Walker led popular poetry and storytelling courses
and was a valuable member of the Committee of Management in U3A’s first year. As Secretary of U3A Port
Fairy, Maureen has made an outstanding contribution to the committee of management, taking responsibility for
many areas. She is a skilled administrator, a clear and creative communicator and a support for those of us less
adept in the technologies vital to our education program. She set up and managed our website, and Facebook
page, designed our Newsletters and led course leaders through the challenges of online teaching and
communications. Most of you would have received emails from Maureen informing you about U3A matters,
resolving individual problems and providing constructive advice. Some may have participated in the courses that
Maureen devised and led including Art for iPad, Mindfulness and Meditation, Plein Air Art group and Regional
Gallery visits (with Maggie Currie). Maureen’s excellent work for U3A Port Fairy extended to the peak body,
U3A Network Victoria and she actively contributed to forums with other U3As including making a presentation
on our successful marketing strategies.
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On behalf of U3A Port Fairy, my sincere thanks to Maureen for her outstanding work in helping build and u3aportfairy@gmail.com
consolidate our U3A. She has been such a support to me as President of U3A Port Fairy. I will greatly
miss our close and collaborative working relationship and our regular interactions! We wish Maureen and
John well in their new life in Adelaide and hope they will stay in touch with their many U3A Port Fairy
friends.
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VALE Steve Mackey
Dear U3A Members
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Steve Mackay who died unexpectedly and suddenly, at
home on 26th June.
Steve was at a Course Coordinators meeting a few days before and Steve was in good spirits and full of ideas for
the next course that he and Lorraine were planning to get up and running.
Steve was one of our first Course Coordinators to volunteer when we started our courses in 2019. How lucky were
we to get Steve to start up a Philosophy Group! Many U3As regard philosophy as a foundation course for a U3A
and Steve volunteered with loads of enthusiasm and extensive experience being a key volunteer throughout 2019,
2020 and 2021 and also leading a Reading Shakespeare group in 2021.
During the lockdown periods of 2020, Steve through his early adoption of zoom, and use of a his own webpage
linked to our U3A Port Fairy page played a major part in enabling the U3A Port Fairy community to continue
together online, feeling connected and engaged.
Steve had a grand sense of humour was very well liked in the U3A community, especially those who were part of
his courses. He was also a vigorous supporter of local libraries and with this as a major influence, stood for Council
election in 2020 and lobbied on behalf of U3A and Koroit communities.
We know Steve loved cats and sometimes they appeared in a zoom meeting and in the Newsletter!
Farewell Steve and thank you for the great work and energy that you gave U3A Port Fairy. We will miss Steve and
his contribution very much and we offer our sincerest sympathies to Lorraine and family.

Maureen and Maggie

Steve’s entry into the Newsletter late last year reflecting on the two
courses he had run and ideas for future courses.

Steve sent in this photo of
himself during lockdown

Steve’s cat was a keen zoomer

NOTICES FROM THE WARRNAMBOOL STANDARD
MACKEY
Stephen Peter 'Steve'
Family and friends of STEVE are invited to attend a Funeral Service
to be held in the Eastern Park Chapel,
271 Raglan Parade, Warrnambool
on THURSDAY (July 8) commencing at 4.00p.m.
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MAUREEN & JOHN FAREWELL PORT FAIRY
More than five years ago we had decided to move from Sydney to Port Fairy to be
closer to John’s family in Adelaide as well as business he was doing in
Melbourne. John had visited PF many times on trips from Sydney to Adelaide to
visit his daughter, while I had no experience of the area until we started looking for
a home. We had planned on moving into the village where we could be within
walking distance of town, however there was nothing suitable. When Stockdale &
Leggo showed us a fabulous property 10kms out of town we decided to jump on it.
We continued to keep an eye on properties in town with the prospects of moving
looking slimmer as each year passed.
We could not have hoped to find a more welcoming community. Our first steps to making contacts in the town came from my
joining the Port Fairy Community House and John joining the Men’s Shed and the Warrnambool & District Motorcycle
Owners Club. I began working with the Community Garden team and soon became a committee member of PFCH, while
John gained good knowledge of the roads, cafés and places of interest on his rides with the WDMOC. We both travelled
together on the bike, with me as pillion rider and continued to explore this beautiful region. Having a large country home we
were able to expand on our passions for art and maritime; I started painting with oils and made friends with some other artists
in the area. John found an astonishing connection and amazing coincidence with a fellow ex-merchant navy officer who had
worked with the same British shipping company also living in Port Fairy.
From being a member on the Education Subcommittee of PFCH I became one of the founding members of U3A Port Fairy –
along with Kate Donelan, Maggie Currie and Carol Howlett. It has been a stimulating challenge to help get our U3A up and
running, and I had to brush up on my skills in desktop publishing, website design and communications, but am very proud of
what we have done in setting up the organisation and loved working with the growing committee and then with our course
leaders and members. John joined the committee for a while assisting with curriculum planning and support for course
leaders, then stepping back from the committee to teach poetry and story telling. I contributed to the course delivery by offering courses on Art for iPad, Sketching on Location and Mindfulness & Meditation, as well as assisting Maggie Currie on the
Regional Art Galleries and online art gallery tours.
After the 2020 year with Covid restrictions especially relating to our families interstate we made a decision to move closer to
John’s family in Adelaide. After making the decision things moved pretty quickly and we found a new home in North
Adelaide, close to beautiful parks and gardens as well as a short drive from family. Packing up house and moving interstate
during changing Covid regulations was fraught with challenges culminating in 14 days of self-quarantine once we arrived.
Luckily with so many boxes to unpack (with many more seemingly multiplying in the garage) we were kept busy during that
time. Now we are over those challenges and are just starting to explore more of our neighbourhood and the region – and of
course spending time with John’s daughter and granddaughter. There is a U3A here, but for now we are enjoying the freedom
of no timetables and new adventures. We have enjoyed our years in Port Fairy and the wonderful friends we have made who
we look forward to seeing again here, or when we next visit.

Maureen & John

Photos: John & Maureen at PF Community Markets, Maureen
enjoying grandparent duties, John with his model ship safely
arrived in the new home amidst boxes.
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Members of the U3A Port Fairy Committee were delighted when David Wilson agreed to
join our Committee.
David is well known in U3A and has participated in U3A courses and activities since our beginning in 2019.
David Wilson and his wife, Annie Robinson moved to Port Fairy from Trentham in Central Victoria in 2014.
He enjoys the Port Fairy life with its beautiful natural environment, music festivals, cafes, restaurants etc.
and of course, participation in U3A.
David’s career experience includes engineering, teaching, sales and marketing and around ten years as a small
business owner/operator in the horticulture industry.
David has been an active participant and office bearer in a number of community organisations and looks
forward to assisting with the valuable work done by the committee and course leaders.
Great to have your on board David!
Lorraine Mielnik also joined our U3A Committee and will be highlighted in the next Newsletter

Farewell to Maureen
Maureen has written to us all to say
goodbye - see page 4.
Maureen was very much liked in Port
Fairy and was such a big part of our
U3A organization right from the
beginning - as a Committee Member,
Secretary, Course Leaders and much
more.
Maureen and I have run the
newsletters as part of our portfolios
of Communications, Planning and
Marketing and had such fun doing so.
We also ran the Gallery Tours together - visiting galleries in Ballarat,
Hamilton, Portland and other smaller towns.
Maureen has been a great friend and colleague and I will miss her.
Au revoir and very best wishes in your new adventures
Above are some photos of Maureen out and about.

Maggie

News and Events
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HOW DO I ENROL IN A COURSE AT U3A?
Most people enrol in U3A Courses in January and June each
year before the semesters begin.
However, if you are new to U3A Port Fairy or if you wish to enrol in a course
you can do so at any time during the year.
Please contact u3aportfairy@gmail.com with your email and phone details.
Don’t forget to include the names of the course or courses you are interested.
Your email will be sent to the course Coordinator and he/she will contact you.
The list and description of courses are available on our website U3A Port Fairy – University of the Third Age

.

2ND SEMESTER COMMENCES August 2021
Vacancies are available in some of the courses. If you would
like to join any course please follow the instructions above.

These are courses that have vacancies.
First Tuesday Book Club

Current Affairs

Embroidery

Wandering the World

Pop Ups

Yoga

Walking and Coffee

Fascinating 20th C Women

What is Life

Gallery Tours

Movie Club

Stargazing

Essays and Ideas

Plein Air Art Group

Classic Literature

Best of the Best—Au Lit.

Some courses have waiting lists, and people occasionally drop
out, so it is worth getting on a list if you are interested.

Course
Vacancies

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS
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Walking and Coffee Group
The Walking and Coffee group has been meeting every Monday at 9am at
the Community House.
Although only small we have all enjoyed starting the week off with some
exercise and then a chat over coffee usually at the Oak and Anchor.
We are planning to continue walking throughout
the semester break and if anyone would like to
join us they would be most welcome.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to call me on
0438432896.

Vacancies

Mary Kerr

Come and Join us!
Family History Group
The aim of this group is for Members to assist and encourage each other in Family History
Research.
The sessions have been an opportunity to share Resources, interest areas and "exciting finds".
Recent areas of interest have included sewing machines and Costumes specifically wedding
gowns of 19th and 20th Century.
Information relating to caring for photographs, documents and textiles has been made available.
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of the Month 11:30am to 2:00pm.
Semester 2 begins August 10th.with a full enrolment of 12.

Rhonda Allardice.

.
.

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS
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Book Club
Book club is looking forward to the next semester!

Vacancies

The first meeting is for Tuesday 4th August.
We have places for a couple more if anyone is interested
(or knows someone who might be!).
Our first book will be The Dressmakers of Yarrandarrah Prison by
Meredith Jaffe.
Happy reading!

Cheers,
Julie Fall

Classic Literature

Vacancies

Reading the classis. These discussion based sessions will explore traditional and
contemporary literature.
A small group, we have been meeting every fortnight to discuss a varied selection
of novels.
We have discovered and/or developed new insights into
Shelley’s Frankenstein, Orwell’s Animal Farm, Austen’s Persuasion and
Dicken’s Tale of Two Cities.
It has been exciting for us all to come back to these classics and share our opinions with others and we are
looking forward to an equally challenging Semester 2.
We start the semester with HG Wells War of the Worlds.
Mary Kerr

Reduce your risk of
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
BE COVIDSAFE: Any symptoms — Get Tested and STAY HOME until you receive your results and advice

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS
Wandering the World
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Now face to face

Vacancies

The last semester 1 presentation for Wandering the World took participants on a 6 day trek
along the Larapinta Trail with an intrepid group of walkers from Port Fairy. It was an amazing
adventure through the ancient and stunning landscapes of the West MacDonnell Ranges,
located west of Alice Springs.
Thank you to all Semester 1 presenters who have shared their journeys with us while
travel is not as accessible for a period of time.
Next semester, Wandering the World participants will continue to tour the world visiting distant
locations and some closer to home.

Face to face presentations will resume and hopefully this mode of delivery
will be possible throughout the semester. Places in the course are still
available if you'd like to join us.
Jo Levey 045903194

Your input into the newsletter is welcome
Our next newsletter will be out in August/September with the latest news.
We appreciate any suggestions or
comments to keep our newsletter
interesting and relevant to our members.
Email Maggie
via u3aportfairy@gmail.com
or mmcurrie@gmail.com

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS
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The Great Composers
The First presentation will be an Introduction to the History of Western Music up until the
Baroque Period with a brief revision of the music of J S Bach and G F Handel which were
covered in some detail last year before Covid closed us down!!
As this is a vast period of time, the excerpts we listen to will be brief, but there will be a play list for
everyone to refer to and listen to the complete works if they so desire.
The remaining sessions will cover the Classical Period with special reference to
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven and into the Romantic Period looking particularly at
Schubert and Mendelssohn and possibly an extra day on the music of Johannes
Brahms.
Ruth Walters and Eda Ritchie

YOGA

New course to start in 2nd

Vacancies

semester with Agnimurti (Greg)
The course will start 3rd August
Give Greg a call if you want to enrol in this course 0434367844
Or email u3aportfairy.com

Vacancies
Essays and Ideas
Now held once a month and on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.
Next essays in August will be from The Monthly and
the Australian Book Review. Essays emailed a week before.
Maggie
0419290232 mmcurrie@gmail.com

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS
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The Night Sky Stargazing

Vacancies

Stargazing will commence in July.
Ross will lead us through the features of the night sky from the
moon to the planets to the stars with the aid of powerful telescopes.
But bring your binoculars as well – it is surprising what you can see on a dark night!
Warm coats, gloves and woolly hats are a must.
There are still spaces available so if you would like to join the stargazers
contact Ross on mob: 0418 537 224 for more information.

Ecology of SW Victoria
Good news!
The Ecology of Southwest Victoria is continuing into second semester with another great line up of wild places to explore. This time we will be looking at Mt
Clay forests and heathlands, Volcanic Plains woodlands near Tyrendarra, wetlands at Penshurst and grasslands at Hexham..
Hopefully the weather will treat us a little better than it did at Port Campbell
and COVID stays in its little box. Note that all places are now filled and we are
unable to take any additional enrolments at this stage.

John Miller

Philip explaining the
animals that live in
the heathlands

The Guilfoyle Botanic Gardens of Southwest Victoria
The Guilfoyle Botanic Gardens course is now fully subscribed for semester 2 so we are off and running.
We will be visiting the Hamilton, Warrnambool, Koroit and Camperdown Botanic Gardens where local experts
will guide us through the characteristic design features of a Guilfoyle Garden and the
unique take on those characteristics at each site.
John Miller

NEWS FROM COURSE LEADERS
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Writing Group

Vacancies
This is a small support group for people interested in sharing
their writing projects and improving their writing skills.
In 2nd Semester the focus is on writing non-fiction and the use of techniques to create
compelling and engaging narratives from lived experience, historical research, and social observation.
Contact Kate Donelan
kate@donelan.com.au
0404180687
Now face to face

Best of the Best - Australian Literature
This monthly course continues in Semester 2 with a focus on classic and award-winning
novels written between 1957 and 2019.
Themes include quirky Australian love stories, Australians at war, outback journeys and
spiritual quests, and multicultural suburban life.
It starts on August 13 with a discussion of Peter Carey’s Oscar and Lucinda, Kate
Grenville’s The Idea of Perfection and Murray Bail’s Eucalyptus.
There are vacancies in the course
Contact Kate Donelan: kate@donelan.com.au
0404180687

Sign in to all U3A classes and
when out and about

Vacancies

SEMESTER BREAK—read, listen, watch
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Read…
Beginners: The Curious Power of Lifelong Learning**
(**What U3a members already know!)

by Tom Vanderbilt

Through a year of learning to surf, sing, draw and juggle, author
Tom Vanderbit rediscovers the joy of learning new skills and debunks
the myth that you can’t teach an old dog new tricks.
Geraldine Doogue interviewed Tom Vanderbilt on Saturday Extra in May - there is a short podcast available.

Stan Grant on Thomas Keneally
A thoughtful, nuanced look at Thomas Keneally’s The Chant of Jimmie
Blacksmith which considers race, representation and Australian history.

Visit...your online library

.

Listen..
Audios
You may need
to go on a waiting list for new arrivals

WATCH….

Atlantic Crossing is a
historical drama in the form of a television
miniseries set in Norway and the United
States during World War II. ….SBS

14
Cockatoo Rising Retreat at Macarthur
Cockatoo Rise was formed years ago as a the retreat to give Vietnam vets and their
partners a safe, secure and peaceful environment to enjoy time together and with their
mates .
The retreat is completely voluntary, run by local Greg Carter and receives no
Government or RSL funding. Greg says the generosity of companies and individuals,
keeps him operational and without that support the retreat could not function at the
standard I believe our veterans should expect .
Cockatoo Rising Retreat also has an extensive museum, set up in the old Macarthur
Hotel. There are over 200 uniforms from different countries and thousands of other
pieces of military memorabilia and photos show some of those items. Greg has asked U3A to promote the museum.
If you would like to visit the museum send Greg an email (digger1254@aussiebb.com.au) to set up a time to visit.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE : www.u3aportfairy.com
You can . . .
•

Download our ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020

•

Find copies of our Newsletters

•

Use the How To page to help you use online systems

•

See Links for some course materials — like Steve Mackey’s Enquiring into Astrology
course, last year’s gallery visits, and all the Science Naturally information from 2020

•

View photos in the Gallery Links

